
Taking Notes in APUSH

APUSH represents a unique challenge in that there are so many fact/events/people/trends 
mentioned in the text.   The key to success is determining which facts are most important 
and putting them into their proper context.   This is indeed a skill that you will work on all 
year and after reading many short novels that were turned in as notes last year, we thought 
it would be best to offer you some guidelines, suggestions, and practice with taking notes.  

Guidelines
1. Choose a format of note taking that you are comfortable with.  Feel free to choose 

from Cornell Notes, outline format, bullet points, etc. 
2. Organize your notes by the blue and red section headings.  This is helpful in keeping 

key events and terms within their proper context. 
3. Have your ID list in front of you will reading the textbook.  Include Unit ID's in your 

notes.  Be sure to underline these and number them according to your ID list that 
you will be provided at the beginning of every unit.   

4. Include a 3-5 sentence summary of the chapter.   Here is an example for chapter 26 
on the Roaring 20's.

The 1920's represented a time of competing attitudes dealing with nativism, 
fundamentalism, modernism, and scientific thought.  The Jazz Age brought new 
forms of entertainment and art along with a new morality.   Women received the 
right to vote and adopted new social behaviors. 

5. Finally, NOTES SHOULD BE TAKEN IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND 
HANDWRITTEN!  Copying what the book says verbatim will not help you 
understand or process the information.

Suggestions
1. Remember that notes are a condensed version of the chapter.  Try to limit your 

notes to 3 pages front and back for a chapter.
2. Do not throw away your notes.  Consider keeping them organized in a binder for 

review throughout the year. 
3. Use abbreviations and acronyms.  Examples: 

• Articles of Confederation= AoC
• Government = govt
• George Washington = GW

4. Write down questions you have in the margins.  This will be useful for class 
discussions and tutoring during enrichment.
 


