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Content Exceeds standards Meets standards Approaches standard Lacking evidence of
standards

 
This section refers to the
evidence you have used
and the research that you
have done and includes
your organization and
conclusion.
 

 
Content is
sophisticated and well-
developed and thesis is
clearly focused;
preponderance of
evidence clearly
organized for the
audience; presentation
is well-developed and
acknowledges
opposing viewpoints.
 

 
Content shows
sufficient
understandings; thesis
is evident and the ideas
are clearly expressed,
but the presentation
may be lacking in focus
and stronger evidence
may have been needed.

 
Content is limited or
superficial with a
partially developed
thesis; presentation
may lack clarity;
evidence is weak and
does not discuss the
issue adequately.

 
Content and thesis are
poorly developed or
inaccurate; focus is
unclear; evidence is
entirely inadequate or
inaccurate.

     
     
Visuals, graphs,
charts

Exceeds standards Meets standards Approaches standard Lacking evidence of
standards

 
This section refers to how
you use your visuals to
deliver a noteworthy
presentation and includes
pace, inflection, volume,
and diction/articulation.
 

 
Visuals were used to
great effect to maintain
audience interest;
graphs and charts were
clear and dynamic
when needed; rehearsal
is obvious.

 
Visuals clearly
expressed ideas and
were appropriate. 
Charts and graphs were
used to communicate
information.

 
Visuals were used
sporadically are not on
topic; miscues make
rehearsal or effort
seem superficial.

 
Visuals were non-
existent or lost
audience connection.

Audience Appeal Exceeds standards Meets standards Approaches standard Lacking evidence of
standards

 
This section refers to how
you present a lively and
effective persuasive
speech including style,
energy, audience appeal,
and passion.
 

 
Speaker is respectful
and aware of audience
and effectively leads
them to support his or
her position; delivery
is purposeful,
powerful, impassioned,
and lively in order to
capture the audience’s
attention.

 
Speaker considers
audience and adjusts
style and tone to engage
them; persuasive
aspects could have been
strengthened.

 
Style and tone
inconsistently
effective; rarely
acknowledges
audience interest and
knowledge.

 
Tone and style are
inappropriate; no
awareness of audience;
speaker has not taken
assignment seriously.

 


