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1. A boy in Chicago writes to FDR 
Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt 
Wash D.C. 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 I’m a boy of 12 years.  I want to tell you about my family.  My father hasn’t been working 
for 5 months.  He went plenty times to relief, he filed out application.  They won’t give us anything.  
I don’t know why.  Please you do something.  We havent’ paid 4 months’ rent, every day the 
landlord rings the door bell, we don’t open the door for him.  We are afraid that we will be put out, 
been put out before, and don’t want to happen again.  We haven’t paid gas bill, and the electrics 
bill, haven’t paid grocery bill for 3 months.  My brother goes to Lane Tech High School.  He’s 
eighteen years old, he hasn’t gone to school for two week because he got no carfare.  I have a 
sister she’s twenty years, she can’t find work.  My father staying home.  All the time he’s crying 
because he can’t find work.  I told him why are you crying daddy, and daddy said why shouldn’t I 
cry when there is nothing in the house.  I feel sorry for him.  That night I couldn’t sleep.  The next 
morning I wrote this letter to you.  In my room.  Were American citizens and were born in Chicago, 
Ill and I don’t know why they don’t help us  Please answer right away because we need it.  Will 
starve  Thank you. 
 
God bless you. 
 
2. Huey P. Long on the New Deal 

Now, we have organized a society, and we call it "Share Our Wealth Society," a society with 
the motto "every man a king." 

Every man a king, so there would be no such thing as a man or woman who did not have 
the necessities of life, who would not be dependent upon the whims and caprices and ipsi dixit of 
the financial martyrs for a living. What do we propose by this society? We propose to limit the 
wealth of big men in the country. There is an average of $15,000 in wealth to every family in 
America. That is right here today. 

We do not propose to divide it up equally. We do not propose a division of wealth, but we 
propose to limit poverty that we will allow to be inflicted upon any man's family. We will not say we 
are going to try to guarantee any equality, or $15,000 to families. No; but we do say that one third 
of the average is low enough for any one family to hold, that there should be a guaranty of a family 
wealth of around $5,000; enough for a home, and automobile, a radio, and the ordinary 
conveniences, and the opportunity to educate their children; a fair share of the income of this land 
thereafter to that family so there will be no such thing as merely the select to have those things, 
and so there will be no such thing as a family living in poverty and distress. 

We have to limit fortunes. Our present plan is that we will allow no one man to own more 
than $50,000,000. We think that with that limit we will be able to carry out the balance of the 
program. It may be necessary that we limit it to less than $50,000,000. It may be necessary, in 
working out of the plans, that no man's fortune would be more than $10,000,000 or $15,000,000. 
But be that as it may, it will still be more than any one man, or any one man and his children and 
their children, will be able to spend in their lifetimes; and it is not necessary or reasonable to have 
wealth piled up beyond that point where we cannot prevent poverty among the masses. 

Another thing we propose is old-age pension of $30 a month for everyone that is 60 years 
old. Now, we do not give this pension to a man making $1,000 a year, and we do not give it to him 
if he has $10,000 in property, but outside of that we do. 

We will limit hours of work. There is not any necessity of having over-production. I think all 
you have got to do, ladies and gentlemen, is just limit the hours of work to such an extent as 
people will work only so long as is necessary to produce enough for all of the people to have what 
they need. Why, ladies and gentleman, let us say that all of these labor-saving devices reduce 
hours down to where you do not have to work but 4 hours a day; that is enough for these people, 
and then praise be the name of the Lord, if it gets that good. Let it be good and not a curse, and 
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then we will have 5 hours a day and 5 days a week, or even less that that, and we might give a 
man a whole month off during a year, or give him 2 months; and we might do what other countries 
have seen fit to do, and what I did in Louisiana, by having schools by which adults could go back 
and learn the things that have been discovered since they went to school. 

We will not have any trouble taking care of the agricultural situation. All you have to do is 
balance your production with your consumption. You simply have to abandon a particular crop that 
you have too much of, and all you have to do is store the surplus for the next year, and the 
Government will take it over. When you have good crops in the area in which the crops that have 
been planted are sufficient for another year, put in your public works in the particular year when 
you do not need to raise any more, and by that means you get everybody employed. When the 
Government has enough of any particular crop to take care of all of the people, that will be all that 
is necessary; and in order to do all of this, our taxation is going to be to take the billion-dollar 
fortunes and strip them down to frying size, not to exceed $50,000,000, and it is necessary to 
come to $10,000,000, we will come to $10,000,000. We have worked the proposition out to 
guarantee a limit upon property (and no man will own less than one third the average), and 
guarantee a reduction of fortunes and a reduction of hours to spread wealth throughout this 
country. We would care for the old people above 60 and take them away from this thriving industry 
and given them a chance to enjoy the necessities and live in ease, and thereby lift from the market 
the labor which would probably create a surplus of commodities. 

Those are the things we propose to do. "Every man a king." Every man to eat when there is 
something to eat; all to wear something when there is something to wear. That makes us all 
sovereign. 

You cannot solve these things through these various and sundry alphabetical codes. You can 
have the N.R.A. and P.W.A. and C.W.A. and the U.U.G. and G.I.N. and any other kind of "dad-
gummed" lettered code. You can wait until doomsday and see 25 more alphabets, but that is not 
going to solve this proposition. Why hide? Why quibble? You know what the trouble is. The man 
that says he does not know what the trouble is just hiding his face to keep from seeing the 
sunlight. 

God told you what the trouble was. The philosophers told you what the trouble was; and 
when you have a country where one man owns more than 100,000 people, or a million people, and 
when you have a country where there are four men, as in America, that have got more control 
over things than all the 120,000,000 people together, you know what the trouble is. 

We had these great incomes in this country; but the farmer, who plowed from sunup to 
sundown, who labored here from sunup to sundown for 6 days a week, wound up at the end of the 
with practically nothing… 

Get together in your community tonight or tomorrow and organize one of our Share Our 
Wealth societies. If you do not understand it, write me and let me send you the platform; let me 
give you the proof of it. 

This is Huey P. Long talking, United States Senator, Washington, D.C. Write me and let me 
send you the data on this proposition. Enroll with us. Let us make known to the people what we are 
going to do. I will send you a button, if I have got enough of them left. We have got a little button 
that some of our friends designed, with our message around the rim of the button, and in the 
center "Every man a king." Many thousands of them are meeting through the United States, and 
every day we are getting hundreds and hundreds of letters. Share Our Wealth societies are now 
being organized, and people have it within their power to relieve themselves from this terrible 
situation… 
 
3. Republican Platform in 1940 

Instead of leading us into More Perfect Union the Administration has deliberately fanned the 
flames of class hatred. 

Instead of the Establishment of Justice the Administration has sought the subjection of the 
Judiciary to Executive discipline and domination. 

Instead of insuring Domestic Tranquility the Administration has made impossible the normal 
friendly relation between employers and employees and has even succeeded in alienating both the 
great divisions of Organized Labor. 
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Instead of Providing for the Common Defense the Administration, notwithstanding the 
expenditure of billions of our dollars, has left the Nation unprepared to resist foreign attack. 

Instead of promoting the General Welfare the Administration has Domesticated the Deficit, 
Doubled the Debt, Imposed Taxes where they do the greatest economic harm, and used public 
money for partisan political advantage. 

Instead of the Blessings of Liberty the Administration has imposed upon us a Regime of 
Regimentation which has deprived the individual of his freedom and has made of America a 
shackled giant. 

Wholly ignoring these great objectives, as solemnly declared by the people of the United 
States, the New Deal Administration has for seven long years whirled in a turmoil of shifting, 
contradictory and overlapping administrations and policies. Confusion has reigned supreme. The 
only steady undeviating characteristic has been the relentless expansion of the power of the 
Federal government over the everyday life of the farmer, the industrial worker and the business 
man. The emergency demands organization—not confusion. It demands free and intelligent 
cooperation—not incompetent domination. It demands a change. The New Deal Administration has 
failed America. 

It has failed by seducing our people to become continuously dependent upon government, 
thus weakening their morale and quenching the traditional American spirit. 
 
4. Charles Lindbergh on Isolation 

We have weakened ourselves for many months, and still worse, we have divided our own 
people by this dabbling in Europe's wars. While we should have been concentrating on American 
defense, we have been forced to argue over foreign quarrels. We must turn our eyes and our faith 
back to our own country before it is too late. And when we do this, a different vista opens before 
us. Practically every difficulty we would face in invading Europe becomes an asset to us in 
defending America. Our enemy, and not we, would then have the problem of transporting millions 
of troops across the ocean and landing them on a hostile shore. They, and not we, would have to 
furnish the convoys to transport guns and trucks and munitions and fuel across three thousand 
miles of water. Our battleships and submarines would then be fighting close to their home bases. 
We would then do the bombing from the air, and the torpedoing at sea. And if any part of an 
enemy convoy should ever pass our navy and our air force, they would still be faced with the guns 
of our coast artillery, and behind them, the divisions of our army. 

The United States is better situated from a military standpoint than any other nation in the 
world. Even in our present condition of unpreparedness, no foreign power is in a position to invade 
us today. If we concentrate on our own and build the strength that this nation should maintain, no 
foreign army will ever attempt to land on American shores. 

War is not inevitable for this country. Such a claim is defeatism in the true sense. No one 
can make us fight abroad unless we ourselves are willing to do so. No one will attempt to fight us 
here if we arm ourselves as a great nation should be armed. Over a hundred million people in this 
nation are opposed to entering the war. If the principles of Democracy mean anything at all, that is 
reason enough for us to stay out. If we are forced into a war against the wishes of an 
overwhelming majority of our people, we will have proved Democracy such a failure at home that 
there will be little use fighting for it abroad. 

The time has come when those of us who believe in an independent American destiny must 
band together, and organize for strength. We have been led toward war by a minority of our 
people. This minority has power. It has influence. It has a loud voice. But it does not represent the 
American people. During the last several years, I have travelled over this country, from one end to 
the other. I have talked to many hundreds of men and women, and I have had letters from tens of 
thousands more, who feel the same way as you and I.  
 
 


