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1. Agnes Meyer, “Women aren’t men,” The Atlantic (1950) 
 Women have many careers but only one vocation – motherhood.  When a woman 
sublimates her motherly instinct in a career she can achieve a rich and rewarding life; but only if 
she follows her vocation can she live in the fullest sense of the world.  It is for woman as mother, 
actual or vicarious, to restore emotional security in our insecure world. 
 Since time immemorial it has been a woman who has held the family, society, and life itself 
together… 
 …Today, however, the duties of the homemaker have become so depreciated that many 
women feel impelled to work outside the home – even when it is not economically necessary – in 
order to retain the respect of the community… 
 …Modern woman has to recapture the wisdom that just being a woman is her central task 
her greatest honor.   
 If we look about us we find hopeful indications…there have probably never been in any 
civilization so many ideal marital partnerships in which husband and wife respect each other’s 
sphere of activity, and in which both share the responsibility of the education of the children. 
 On the other hand, there have never been so many women who are unnecessarily torn 
between marriage and a career, or so many mothers who neglect their children because they find 
some trivial job more interesting.  The most pathetic neglected children are those who come from 
well-to-do homes.  The poor child whose mother has to work has some inner security because he 
knows in his heart that his mother is sacrificing herself for his well-being.  But the neglected child 
from a well-to-do home, who realizes instinctively that his mother prefers her job to him, often 
hates her with a passionate intensity.  These are the children who frequently get into the worst 
difficulties because they are the most deeply hurt and resentful. 
 What ails these women who consciously or unconsciously reject their children?  Surface 
influences of a competitive, materialistic world have atrophied their emotions and destroyed their 
instinctive reactions… 
 What the world needs today is not more competition but woman’s native genius for 
sympathetic cooperation – between public and private endeavor, between management and labor, 
between contending religious sects, between the family and the community, between individual 
and another.  This is woman’s great opportunity – to ease the acute and dangerous tensions of 
American life. 
 I am not asking women to overdo self-sacrifice to a point of self-abasement.  Women must 
learn to keep self-respect and self-sacrifice, the social and the biological functions, in balance.  
Such women are not concerned with the modern cry for equal rights, because they are sure of 
themselves and of what they have to give the world.  They seek not parity but partnership with 
men. 
 In many respect the cry for equal rights has been a pernicious doctrine, especially in two 
areas – sex and marriage.  The sexual morality of our nation has never been lower, because in 
seeking for equal rights women have dragged their standards downward.  This sex freedom which 
so many women are practicing is a delusion for woman’s sexuality, if it is not to be destructive to 
her and to society, has to be more spiritual than that of man. 
 …[A] divorce should be accessible in those cases where gross abuses make it unavoidable.  
But in most cases it would not be necessary if young women could lead lives that permit them to 
mature toward balanced womanhood, and chose their husbands not as consequences of some 
infantile repressions or mere sex appeal, but with a view to permanent partnership.  If marriages 
are made purely on a basis of sex they will be dissolved for the same reason, and that is a game 
which women cannot win. 
 Is this call to moral rejuvenation of our society too exacting a role for American 
womanhood?  No.  As I said at the outset, there are numerous indications of the reorientation of 
woman’s thinking, evidenced among other things by many successful young marriages of the finest 
type.  If it is difficult to carry out the high role of woman in our modern society, it is also a great 
honor to be a woman in this critical period.  Now that destruction threatens us from within and 
without, woman’s role in society is again recognized as the fundamental and vital one that it 
always has been.  For as mother, woman represents the perpetual triumph of life over death. 
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2. “The Good Wife’s Guide,” Housekeeping Monthly (1955) 

1. Have dinner ready. Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a delicious meal ready, on 
time for his return from work. This is a way of letting him know that you have been thinking about 
him and are concerned about his needs. Most men are hungry when they come home and the 
prospect of a good meal (especially his favorite dish) is part of the warm welcome needed. 

2. Prepare yourself. Take 15 minutes to rest so you'll be refreshed when he arrives. Touch 
up your make-up, put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh looking. He has just been with a lot of 
work-weary people. 

3. Be a little happy and a little more interesting for him. His boring day may need a lift and 
one of your duties is to provide it. 

4. Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through the main part of the house just before 
your husband arrives. Gather up schoolbooks, toys, paper, etc. and then run a dishcloth over the 
tables. 

5. Over the cooler months of the year you should prepare and light a fire for him to unwind 
by. Your husband will feel he has reached a haven of rest and order, and it will give you a lift too. 
After all, catering to his comfort will provide you with immense personal satisfaction. 

6. Prepare the children. Take a few minutes to wash the children's hands and faces (if they 
are small), comb their hair and, if necessary, change their clothes. They are little treasures and he 
would like to see them playing the part. Minimize the noise. At the time of his arrival, eliminate all 
noise of the washer, dryer, and vacuum. Try to encourage the children to be quiet. 

7. Be happy to see him. Greet him with a warm smile and show sincerity in your desire to 
please him. 

8. Listen to him. You may have a dozen important things to tell him, but the moment of his 
arrival is not the time. Let him talk first - remember, his topics of conversation are more important 
than yours. 

9. Make the evening his. Never complain if he comes home late or goes out to dinner, or 
other places of entertainment without you. Instead, try to understand his world of strain and 
pressure and his very real need to be home and relax. 

10. Your goal; Try to make sure your house is a place of peace, order and tranquility where 
your husband can renew himself in body and spirit. 

11. Don't greet him with complaints and problems. 
12. Don't complain if he's late home for dinner or even if he stays out all night. Count this 

as minor compared to what he might have gone through that day. 
13. Make him comfortable. Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or have him lie down 

in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him. 
14. Arrange his pillows and offer to take his shoes off. Speak in a low, soothing and 

pleasant voice. 
15. You have no right to question him. Don't ask him questions about his actions or 

question his judgment or integrity. Remember, he is the master of the house and as such will 
always exercise his will with fairness and truthfulness. A good wife always knows her place." 
 
3. Joseph McCarthy on Communism (1950) 

…Five years after a world war has been won, men's hearts should anticipate a long peace, 
and men's minds should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But this is not such a 
period -- for this is not a period of peace. This is a time of the Cold War. This is a time when all the 
world is split into two vast, increasingly hostile armed camps -- a time of a great armaments race…  

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and 
Christianity. The modern champions of communism have selected this as the time. And, ladies and 
gentlemen, the chips are down -- they are truly down. 

Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of 
communism today -- Joseph Stalin. Here is what he said -- not back in 1928, not before the war, 
not during the war -- but two years after the last war was ended: "To think that the communist 
revolution can be carried out peacefully, within the framework of a Christian democracy, means 
one has either gone out of one's mind and lost all normal understanding, or has grossly and openly 
repudiated the communist revolution."... 
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Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone here tonight who is so blind as to say that the 
war is not on? Can there be anyone who fails to realize that the communist world has said, "The 
time is now" -- that this is the time for the showdown between the democratic Christian world and 
the communist atheistic world? Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that must be paid 
by those who wait too long. 

Six years ago…there was within the Soviet orbit 180 million people. Lined up on the anti-
totalitarian side there were in the world at that time roughly 1.625 billion people. Today, only six 
years later, there are 800 million people under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia -- an 
increase of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500 million…This 
indicates the swiftness of the tempo of communist victories and American defeats in the Cold War. 
As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, "When a great democracy is destroyed, it will 
not be because of enemies from without but rather because of enemies from within." The truth of 
this statement is becoming terrifyingly clear as we see this country each day losing on every front… 

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only 
powerful, potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores, but rather because of the traitorous 
actions of those who have been treated so well by this nation. It has not been the less fortunate or 
members of minority groups who have been selling this nation out, but rather those who have had 
all the benefits that the wealthiest nation on earth has had to offer -- the finest homes, the finest 
college education, and the finest jobs in government we can give.  This is glaringly true in the 
State Department… 

As you hear this story of high treason, I know that you are saying to yourself, "Well, why 
doesn't the Congress do something about it?" Actually, ladies and gentlemen, one of the important 
reasons for the graft, the corruption, the dishonesty, the disloyalty, the treason in high government 
positions -- one of the most important reasons why this continues -- is a lack of moral uprising on 
the part of the 140 million American people. In the light of history, however, this is not hard to 
explain. 

It is the result of an emotional hangover and a temporary moral lapse which follows every 
war. It is the apathy to evil which people who have been subjected to the tremendous evils of war 
feel. As the people of the world see mass murder, the destruction of defenseless and innocent 
people, and all of the crime and lack of morals which go with war, they become numb and 
apathetic. It has always been thus after war. However, the morals of our people have not been 
destroyed. They still exist. This cloak of numbness and apathy has only needed a spark to rekindle 
them. Happily, this spark has finally been supplied. 

As you know, very recently the secretary of state proclaimed his loyalty to a man guilty of 
what has always been considered as the most abominable of all crimes -- of being a traitor to the 
people who gave him a position of great trust. The secretary of state, in attempting to justify his 
continued devotion to the man who sold out the Christian world to the atheistic world, referred to 
Christ's Sermon on the Mount as a justification and reason therefore, and the reaction of the 
American people to this would have made the heart of Abraham Lincoln happy. When this pompous 
diplomat in striped pants, with a phony British accent, proclaimed to the American people that 
Christ on the Mount endorsed communism, high treason, and betrayal of a sacred trust, the 
blasphemy was so great that it awakened the dormant indignation of the American people. 

He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will end only when the 
whole sorry mess of twisted warped thinkers are swept from the national scene so that we may 
have a new birth of national honesty and decency in government. 
 
**Note about speech: During the speech McCarthy gave the names of several supposed 
Communists.  All of the individuals that were named by McCarthy lost their jobs despite the fact 
that McCarthy did not produce any further evidence** 
 
4. Senator Margaret Chase Smith on McCarthyism (1950)  

I think that it is high time for the United States Senate and its members to do some soul 
searching -- for us to weigh our consciences -- on the manner in which we are performing our duty 
to the people of America -- on the manner in which we are using or abusing our individual powers 
and privileges. 
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I think that it is high time that we remembered that we have sworn to uphold and defend 
the Constitution. I think that it is high time that we remembered; that the Constitution, as 
amended, speaks not only of the freedom of speech but also of trial by jury instead of trial by 
accusation. 

Whether it be a criminal prosecution in court or a character prosecution in the Senate, there 
is little practical distinction when the life of a person has been ruined. 

Those of us who shout the loudest about Americanism in making character assassinations 
are all too frequently those who, by our own words and acts, ignore some of the basic principles of 
Americanism – 

The right to criticize; 
The right to hold unpopular beliefs; 
The right to protest; 
The right of independent thought. 
The exercise of these rights should not cost one single American citizen his reputation or his 

right to a livelihood nor should he be in danger of losing his reputation or livelihood merely because 
he happens to know some one who holds unpopular beliefs. Who of us doesn't? Otherwise none of 
us could call our souls our own. Otherwise thought control would have set in. 

The American people are sick and tired of being afraid to speak their minds lest they be 
politically smeared as "Communists" or "Fascists" by their opponents. Freedom of speech is not 
what it used to be in America. It has been so abused by some that it is not exercised by others. 
The American people are sick and tired of seeing innocent people smeared and guilty people 
whitewashed. But there have been enough proved cases to cause nationwide distrust and strong 
suspicion that there may be something to the unproved, sensational accusations. 

Today our country is being psychologically divided by the confusion and the suspicions that 
are bred in the United States Senate to spread like cancerous tentacles of "know nothing, suspect 
everything" attitudes… 

As a United States Senator, I am not proud of the way in which the Senate has been made 
a publicity platform for irresponsible sensationalism. I am not proud of the reckless abandon in 
which unproved charges have been hurled from this side of the aisle. I am not proud of the 
obviously staged, undignified countercharges that have been attempted in retaliation from the 
other side of the aisle. 

I don't like the way the Senate has been made a rendezvous for vilification, for selfish 
political gain at the sacrifice of individual reputations and national unity. I am not proud of the way 
we smear outsiders from the Floor of the Senate and hide behind the cloak of congressional 
immunity and still place ourselves beyond criticism on the Floor of the Senate. 

As an American, I am shocked at the way Republicans and Democrats alike are playing 
directly into the Communist design of "confuse, divide and conquer." As an American, I don't want 
a Democratic Administration "white wash" or "cover up" any more than I want a Republican smear 
or witch hunt. 

As an American, I condemn a Republican "Fascist" just as much as I condemn a Democrat 
"Communist." I condemn a Democrat "fascist" just as much as I condemn a Republican 
"Communist." They are equally dangerous to you and me and to our country. As an American, I 
want to see our nation recapture the strength and unity it once had when we fought the enemy 
instead of ourselves. 
 
5. Michael Harrington’s The Other America (1962) 

There is a familiar America.  It is celebrated in speeches and advertised on television and in 
the magazines.  It has the highest mass standard of living the world has ever known.   
 In the 1950’s this America worried about itself, yet even its anxieties were products of 
abundance.  The title of a brilliant book was widely misinterpreted, and the familiar America began 
to call itself “the affluent society.”  There was introspection about Madison Avenue…; there was 
discussion of the emotional suffering taking place in the suburbs.  In all this, there was an implicit 
assumption that the basic grinding economic problems had been solved in the United States.  In 
this theory, the nation’s problems were no longer a matter of basic human needs, of food, shelter, 
and clothing.  Now they were seen as qualitative, a question of learning to live decently amid 
luxury.   
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 While this discussion was carried on, there existed another America.  In it dwelt [lived] 
somewhere between 40,000,000 and 50,000,000 citizens of this land.  They were poor.  They still 
are… 
 The millions who are poor in the United States tend to become increasingly invisible.  Here 
is a great mass of people, yet it takes an effort of the intellect and will even to see them… 
 There are perennial reasons that make the other America an invisible land.  Poverty is often 
off the beaten track.  It always has been.   The ordinary tourist never left the main highway, and 
today he rides interstate turnpikes.  He does not go into the valleys of Pennsylvania where the 
towns look like movie sets of Wales in the thirties.  He does not see the company houses in row, 
the rutted roads (the poor always have bad roads whether they live in the city, in town, or on 
farms), and everything is black and dirty.  And even if he were to pass through such a place by 
accident, the tourist would not meet the unemployed men in the bar or the women coming home 
from a runaway sweatshop. 
 Then, too, beauty and myths are perennial masks of poverty.  The traveler comes to the 
Appalachians in the lovely season.  He sees the hills, the streams, the foliage – but not the poor.  
Or perhaps he looks at a run-down mountain house and, remember [French Enlightenment 
philosopher Jean-Jacques] Rousseau rather than seeing with his eyes, decides that “those people” 
are truly fortunate to be living the way they are and that they are lucky to be exempt from the 
strains and tensions of the middle class.  The only problem is that “those people,” the quaint 
inhabitants of those hills, are undereducated, underprivileged, lack medical care, and are in the 
process of being forced from the land into a life in the cities where they are misfits… 
 Now the American city has been transformed.  The poor still inhabit the miserable housing 
in the central area, but they are increasingly isolated from contact with, or sight of, anybody else.  
Middle-class women coming in from suburbia on a rare trip may catch the merest glimpse of the 
other America on the way to an evening at the theater, but their children are segregated in 
suburban schools.  The business or professional man may drive along the fringes of slums in a car 
or bus, but it is not an important experience to him.  The failures, the unskilled, the disabled, the 
aged, and the minorities are right there, across the tracks, where they have always been.  But 
hardly anyone else is.   
 In short, the very development of the American city has removed poverty from the living, 
emotional experience of millions upon millions of middle-class Americans.  Living out in the 
suburbs, it is easy to assume that ours is, indeed, an affluent society… 
 It is a blow to reform and the political hopes of the poor that the middle class no longer 
understands that poverty exists.  But, perhaps more important, the poor are losing their links with 
the great world.  If statistics and sociology can measure a feeling as delicate as loneliness…the 
other America is becoming increasingly populated by those who don’t belong to anybody or 
anything.  They are no longer participants in an ethnic culture from the old country; they are less 
and less religious; they do not belong to unions or clubs.  They are not seen, and because of that 
they themselves cannot see.  Their horizon has become more and more restricted; they see one 
another, and that means they see little reason to hope. 
 Here is the most familiar version of social blindness: “The poor are that way because they 
are afraid of work.  And anyways, they all have big cars.  If they were like me (or my father or my 
grandfather), they could pay their own way.  But they prefer to live on the dole [welfare] and cheat 
the taxpayers.” 
 This theory usually thought of as a virtuous and moral statement is one of the means of 
making it impossible for the poor ever to pay their way.  There are, one must assume, citizens of 
the other America who choose impoverishment out of fear of work (though, writing it down, I really 
do not believe it).  Bur the real explanation of why the poor are where they are is that they made 
the mistake of being born to the wrong parents, in the wrong section of the country, in the wrong 
industry, or in the wrong racial or ethnic group.  Once that mistake has been made, they could 
have been paragons of will and morality, but most of them would never even have had a chance to 
get out of the other America. 
 There are two important ways of saying: The poor are caught in a vicious circle; or, the 
poor live in a culture of poverty. 
 In a sense, one might define the contemporary poor in the United States as those who, for 
reasons beyond their control, cannot help themselves.  All the most decisive factors making for 
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opportunities and advance are against them.  They are born going downward, and most of them 
stay down.  They are victims whose lives are endlessly blown round and round the other America. 
 Here is one of the most familiar forms of the vicious circle of poverty.  The poor get sick 
more than anyone else in the society.  That is because they live in slums, jammed together under 
unhygienic conditions; they have inadequate diets, and cannot get decent medical care.  When 
they become sick, they are sick longer than any other group in the society.  Because they are sick 
more often and longer than anyone else they lose wages and work, and find it difficult to hold a 
steady job.  And because of this, they cannot pay for good housing, for a nutritious diet, for 
doctors.  At any given point in the circle, particularly when there is a major illness, their prospect is 
to move to an even lower level and to begin the cycle, round and round, toward even more 
suffering… 
 What shall we tell the American poor, once we have seen them?  Shall we say to them that 
they are better off than the Indian poor, the Italian poor, the Russian poor?  That is one answer, 
but it is heartless.  I should put it another way.  I want to tell every well-fed and optimistic 
American that it is intolerable that so many millions should be maimed in body and in spirit when it 
is not necessary that they should be.  My standard of comparison is not how much worse things 
used to be.  It is how much better they could be if only we were stirred. 
 The means are at hand to fulfill the age old dream: poverty can now be abolished.  How 
long shall we ignore this underdeveloped nation in our minds?  How long shall we look the other 
way while our fellow human beings suffer?  How long? 
 


