
Writing 
Organization

Each section 
in the 
brochure has 
a clear 
beginning, 
middle, and 
end.

Almost all 
sections of 
the brochure 
have a clear 
beginning, 
middle and 
end.

Most sections 
of the 
brochure 
have a clear 
beginning, 
middle and 
end.

Less than 
half of the 
sections of 
the brochure 
have a clear 
beginning, 
middle and 
end.

Graphics/ 
Pictures

Graphics go 
well with the 
text and 
there is a 
good mix of 
text and 
graphics.

Graphics go 
well with the 
text, but 
there are so 
many that 
they distract 
from the 
text.

Graphics go 
well with the 
text, but 
there are too 
few and the 
brochure 
seems "text-
heavy".

Graphics do 
not go with 
the 
accompanyin
g text or 
appear to be 
randomly 
chosen.

Vocabulary The authors 
correctly use 
several  new 
words and 
define words 
unfamiliar to 
the reader.

The authors 
correctly use a 
few new words 
and define 
words 
unfamiliar to 
the reader.

The authors try  
to use some 
new 
vocabulary, but 
may use 1-2 
words 
incorrectly.

The authors do 
not incorporate 
new 
vocabulary.

Attractiveness 
and 
Organization

The brochure 
has 
exceptionally 
attractive 
formatting and  
well-organized 
information.

The brochure 
has attractive 
formatting and 
well-organized 
information.

The brochure 
has well-
organized 
information.

The brochure's 
formatting and 
organization of 
material are 
confusing to 
the reader.

Requirements All 
requirements 
are met and 
exceeded.

All 
requirements 
are met.

One 
requirement 
was not 
completely 
met.

More than 
one 
requirement 
was not 
completely 
met.
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Thematic Essay Rubric
5 4 3 2 1

Development 
of the 
significance 
of the Theme

Thoroughly 
develops all 
aspects of the 
task evenly 
and in depth 

Develops all 
aspects of the 
task but may 
do so 
somewhat 
unevenly 

Develops all 
aspects of the 
task with little 
depth or 
develops most 
aspects of the 
task in some 
depth 

Minimally 
develops all 
aspects of the 
task or devel- 
ops some 
aspects of the 
task in some 
depth 

Minimally 
develops some 
aspects of the 
task 

Analysis of 
the text

Is more 
analytical than 
descriptive 
(analyzes, 
evaluates, and/
or creates* 
information) 

Is both 
descriptive 
and analytical 
(applies, 
analyzes, 
evaluates, and/
or creates 
information) 

Is more 
descriptive 
than analytical 
(applies, may 
analyze, and/
or evaluate 
information) 

Is primarily 
descriptive; 
may include 
faulty, weak, 
or isolated 
application or 
analysis 

Is descriptive; 
may lack 
understanding, 
application, 
or analysis 

Support of 
Thesis/
Theme

Richly 
supports the 
theme with 
many relevant 
facts, 
examples, and 
details 

Supports the 
theme with 
relevant facts, 
examples, 
and details 

Includes some 
relevant facts, 
examples, and 
details; 
may include 
some minor 
inaccuracies 

Includes few 
relevant facts, 
examples, and 
details; 
may include 
some 
inaccuracies 

Includes few 
relevant facts, 
examples, or 
details; 
may include 
inaccuracies 

Organization 
and Clarity of 
information

Demonstrates 
a logical and 
clear plan of 
organization; 
includes an 
introduction 
and a 
conclusion 
that are 
beyond a 
restatement of 
the theme 

Demonstrates 
a logical and 
clear plan of 
organiza- 
tion; includes 
an 
introduction 
and a 
conclusion 
that are 
beyond a 
restatement of 
the theme 

Demonstrates 
a satisfactory 
plan of 
organization; 
includes an 
introduction 
and a 
conclusion 
that may be a 
restatement of 
the theme 

Demonstrates 
a general plan 
of 
organization; 
may 
lack focus; 
may contain 
digressions; 
may not 
clearly 
identify which 
aspect of the 
task is being 
addressed; 
may lack an 
introduction 
and/or a 
conclusion 

May 
demonstrate a 
weakness in 
organization; 
may 
lack focus; 
may contain 
digressions; 
may not 
clearly 
identify which 
aspect of the 
task is being 
addressed; 
may lack an 
introduction 
and/or a 
conclusion 
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Evaluative Philosophic Essay Rubric
4 3 2 1

Thesis A clear statement of 
the main conclusion 
of the paper.  

The thesis is 
obvious, but there is 
no single clear 
statement of it.

The thesis is 
present, but must be 
uncovered or 
reconstructed from 
the text of the paper.

There is no thesis.

Evaluation The paper evaluates 
the argument in 
question by 
checking for 
adherence to 
various standards 
(validity, soundness, 
etc.), and checking 
for informal 
fallacies. The paper 
suggests how the 
argument could be 
made better 
according to the 
appropriate 
standard. 

The paper evaluates 
the argument in 
question by 
checking for 
adherence to 
various standards 
(validity, soundness, 
etc.), and checking 
for informal 
fallacies.

The paper evaluates 
the argument in 
question by 
checking only the 
truth of the 
premises and/or the 
conclusion, and 
does not check for 
informal fallacies.

The paper evaluates 
the argument in 
question by whether 
the author agrees or 
disagrees with the 
conclusion or a 
premise.

Examples and 
Support

Examples are 
original, relevant, 
insightful, and well-
used.

Examples are 
original, relevant, 
and well-used.

Examples are 
unoriginal, only 
somewhat relevant, 
and/or not well-
used.

Examples are 
missing, irrelevant 
an/or misused.

Counter-
Argument

The paper considers 
both obvious and 
unobvious counter-
examples, counter-
arguments, and/or 
opposing positions, 
and provides 
original and/or 
thoughtful 
responses.

The paper considers 
obvious counter-
examples, counter-
arguments, and/or 
opposing positions, 
and provides 
responses. 

The paper  may 
consider some 
obvious counter-
examples, counter-
arguments, and/or 
opposing positions, 
but some obvious 
ones are missed. 
Responses are non-
existent or mere 
claims of refutation.

The paper  may 
consider some 
obvious counter-
examples, counter-
arguments, and/or 
opposing positions, 
but some obvious 
ones are missed. 
Responses are non-
existent or mere 
claims of refutation.

Clarity 
(Grammar and 
Mechanics)

All new or unusual 
terms are well-
defined. Key concepts 
and theories are 
accurately and 
completely explained.  
Information (names, 
facts, etc.) is accurate. 
Paper has been spell-
checked and 
proofread, and has no 
errors, and no 
rhetorical questions or 
slang.

Most new or unusual 
terms are well-
defined. Key concepts 
and theories are 
explained. 
Information (names, 
facts, etc.) is accurate. 
Paper has been spell-
checked and 
proofread, and has 
very few errors, and 
no rhetorical questions 
or slang.

New or unusual terms 
are not well-defined. 
Key concepts and 
theories are not 
explained. 
Information (names, 
facts, etc.) is mostly 
accurate. Paper has 
several spelling errors, 
rhetorical questions 
and/or uses of slang.

Information (names, 
facts, etc.) is 
inaccurate. Paper 
has many spelling 
errors, rhetorical 
questions and/or 
uses of slang.

Film Study What Dreams...Portfolio Rubric! Name:  _______________________

This must be turned in with your Portfolio !!



Film Study What Dreams...Portfolio Rubric! Name:  _______________________

This must be turned in with your Portfolio !!


