
  
The Washington & Adams Administrations (1789-1800) 



The First President 
 

George Washington did not 

seek the presidency 
 

Electoral College unanimously 

chose him to be president 
 

John Adams became vice 

president 

George Washington takes the oath of office at Federal Hall in 

Lower Manhattan, April 30, 1789 



 

Washington’s Cabinet 
 

Thomas Jefferson (VA) – Secretary of 

State 
 

Alexander Hamilton (NY) – Secretary 

of Treasury 
 

Henry Knox (MA) – Secretary of War 
 

Edmund Randolph (VA) – Attorney 

General  

 



 

Two More Tasks 
 

Congress drafted the Bill of 

Rights 

 Primary author – James Madison 
 

 First Amendment – Free speech, 

press, religion, petition, & 

assembly 
 

 Second Amendment – Right to 

bear arms 

 

 

James Madison 



 

Two More Tasks 
Congress drafted the Bill of 
Rights 

 Prohibited unreasonable 
searches 
 

 Protected the rights of the 
accused 
 Allowed for jury trials 

 No cruel & unusual punishment 
 

 Reserved powers to the 
people and the states 

 
 

James Madison 



 

Two More Tasks 
Congress passed the 

Judiciary Act of 1789 

 Supreme Court = 6 

members 
 Chief Justice = John Jay 

 

 State Federal District Courts 
 

 Authorized Supreme Court to 

review state court decisions 

 

 

Chief Justice John Jay 



 

Alexander Hamilton 
 

Born in the West Indies  
 

Served as an aide to Washington 

during the Revolutionary War 
 

Hoped to concentrate debt in the 

national government 

 Success of large investors world be 

linked to the success of the 

national government 

 Alexander Hamilton 



 

National Debt 
 

US Debt = $54 million 

 Hamilton hoped to pay off foreign debt and have 
the national government assume state debt 
 

 Some states (MA) supported the proposal, but 
others (VA) had already paid their debts 
 

 Compromise was reached following a meeting with 
Thomas Jefferson 

 



 

National Debt 
 

Compromise Agreement 

 Representatives from the South agreed to 

assumption of states’ debts by the national 

government 
 

 In return, US capital (Washington, DC) would be in 

the South along the Potomac River 



 

Bank of the United States 
 

Hamilton supported the creation of a national Bank 

of the United States 

 Provide a safe place to deposit the government’s 

money 

 Help regulate state banks 

 

Does the Constitution give the federal government 

the power to create a national bank? 



 

Jefferson’s View 
 

Strict Interpretation 

 The Constitution did not 

specifically grant Congress 

the power to create a national 

bank 
 

 Instead, this was a power 

reserved to the states 

 

 

Thomas Jefferson 



 

Hamilton’s View 
 

Loose Interpretation 

 Under the Elastic Clause, 
Congress had the power to 
“make all laws necessary 
and proper” to carry out its 
functions 
 

 Washington agreed and 
signed the Bank bill into law   

 
Alexander Hamilton 



 

Whiskey Rebellion (1794) 
 

To help raise revenue, the federal government placed an 

excise tax on whiskey 

 Farmers in western Pennsylvania protested and intimidated 

tax collectors 
 

 Washington led a militia of 13,000 to stop the rebels 

 Demonstrated that the government would not allow for violent resistance 

to its policies 



 

Foreign Relations - France 
 

The French Revolution began in 1789 and many 

Americans, including Thomas Jefferson, rejoiced 

 When the Revolution turned violent, war broke out 

in Europe 

 

Should the United States get involved? 

 



 

France 
 

Edmond Genet was received as 

a French diplomat 
 

Washington declared American 

neutrality in the European war 

 

 

Citizen Edmond Genet 



 

Foreign Relations – Great Britain 
 

Strained Relations 

 The British continued to occupy forts in the 

Northwest Territory 
 

 Also seized American ships and impressed 

American sailors into service 

 

 



 

Great Britain 
 

Jay’s Treaty (1795) 

 The British agreed to: 
 Evacuate military posts in the West 

 Pay damages for lost cargoes 
 

 The British did not agree to 

stop seizing American ships 

in the future 

 

 

Chief Justice John Jay 



 

Foreign Relations – Spain 
 

Two Areas of Concern 

 American access to the port of New Orleans 
 

 Boundary dispute in the Southeast 

 

 



 

Spain 
 

Pinckney’s Treaty (1796) 

 Granted Americans free 

access to the Mississippi 

River & New Orleans 
 

 31o Parallel = US 

boundary with Florida 

 

 
Thomas Pinckney 



 

 

Native Americans 
 

Henry Knox (Washington’s 

Sec of War) implemented 

an assimilation policy 

 Belief: American culture was 

superior to that of the 

Native Americans 
 



 

 

Native Americans 
 

Native Americans in the East used both traditional & 

European items  
 

Settlers saw Native Americans in the Ohio Valley as a 

barrier to success 
 



 

 

Native Americans 
 

Settlers living in the Northwest 
Territory continued to fight with 
the Native Americans in the 
region 
 

Native Americans, led by Little 
Turtle, twice defeated US 
forces. 

 



 

 

Native Americans 
 

The British helped to 

supply Native American 

resistance. 
 

In 1794, “Mad” Anthony 

Wayne led US forces to 

victory at the Battle of 

Fallen Timbers. 
 



 

 

Treaty of Greenville (1795) 
 

US government gained most of Ohio & Indiana in 

return for: 

 $20,000 lump sum payment 

 $9,000 annually 

 Right to hunt the land 

 Recognition of their sovereign status 
 



 

Farewell Address 
 

Condemned political parties 

Warned of entangling 

alliances, especially the 

growing conflict in Europe 

Established precedent of the       

2-term presidency 

 

 
George Washington 



 

John Adams 
 

From Massachusetts 

Served as a member of the 

Continental Congress 

Worked as a diplomat to 

France during the American 

Revolution 

Washington’s vice president 

Federalist 

 

 

John Adams 



 

Election of 1796 
 

 

 

Federalists Democratic-

Republicans 

Leaders Hamilton, Washington, 

Adams, Jay, Marshall 

Jefferson, Madison 

Vision Economy based on 

commerce 

Economy based on 

agriculture 

Governmental Power Strong federal government Strong state governments 

Supporters Wealthy, Northeast Yeoman farmers, 

Southerners 

Constitution Loose construction Strict construction 

National Bank “Necessary” “Desirable” 

Foreign Affairs Great Britain France 



 

Election of 1796 
 

John Adams vs. Thomas 

Jefferson 
 

Election Results: 

 President Adams = 

Federalist 

 Vice President Jefferson 

= Democratic-

Republican 

 

 



 

XYZ Affair (1797) 
 

France was angered by the American treaty with 

England (Jay’s Treaty) 

 In retaliation, France seized several American ships 
 

Adams sent Charles C. Pinckney, John Marshall, & 

Elbridge Gerry to France in an effort to avoid war 

 

 



 

XYZ Affair (1797) 
 

The French initially refused to meet with the 
Americans 

 

Then the delegation was approached by 3 
individuals, known as X, Y, & Z 

 Said that they could meet with the French if they 
agreed to pay a $250,000 bribe 

 Americans refused to pay & anti-French sentiment 
swept over the nation 

 

 



 

Quasi-War with France 
 

Americans fought the French in the Caribbean without 

a formal declaration of war 
 

Jefferson’s Democratic-Republicans continued to 

sympathize with France 

 

 



 

Alien & Sedition Acts (1798) 
 

Aimed at foreigners 

 The president could expel any foreigner determined to 

be a threat to the nation 

 Foreigners could be jailed or deported during wartime 

 Residency requirement for citizenship was extended 

from 5 to 14 years 

 



 

Alien & Sedition Acts (1798) 
 

Limited Free Speech 

 Made it illegal to defame or criticize the president or 

the government 

 Aimed at war newspapers critical of the Federalists 

 Jeffersonians saw this as proof that individual liberties 

were threatened if the central government was too 

strong 

 



 

Kentucky & Virginia Resolutions  
(1798) 

 

Written by James Madison (VA) & Thomas Jefferson 
(KY) 
 

States could judge the constitutionality of laws 
passed by Congress 

 Based on “compact” theory of government 

 If the national government overstepped its powers, 
states could nullify laws 
 

 


