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American
Dream

The Project
The "American Dream" is a key 
thread in this country's tapestry, 
woven through politics, music and 
culture. Though the phrase means 
different things to different people, 
it suggests an implicit contract that 
if you work hard, you'll move 
ahead. But as the effects of the 
economic downturn continues to 
reverberate, where is the American 
Dream today? 

Student Objectives- Students will:
• develop an understanding of the 

meaning of the concept the American 
Dream through readings, discussion, 
and authentic research.

• practice interviewing skills, including 
formulation of questions, listening 
and response skills, and note taking.

• learn to work cooperatively with other 
students to pool data and draw 
conclusions.

• demonstrate the ability to present 
thoughtful and well-documented 
conclusions in a formal paper.

The Podcast

Students will focus on the theme of those 
individuals whose stories are told in the interviews 
from Stage 3.  While only being able to rely on the 
use of vivid and colorful language as a primary use 
of conveying the story, students will retell the 
stories they are told into audio dramatizations via 
the program Garageband.

How to Create a Podcast

http://www.chriswrites.com/how-to-record-voice-
podcasts-on-the-mac/

The Documentary

Students will have to film their interviews and be 
sure to provide supplemental visuals to support the 
story of those people who they interviewed. 

How to Create a Documentary

-3-4 people per group

Project is due: June 8th

What is the American Dream? How has it changed? Has it changed? It is  your 
responsibility to research and interview to find the answers to these questions.

American Gothic: Updated

Stage 1: Research
a. Each student will be 
responsible for reading 
the provided artilces for 
their given decade.
b. After reading the 
article students will get 
into decade groups to 
conduct research via a 
worksheet.
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Stage 2: The Interview
a. Students will 
generate a variety of  
higher order thinking 
questions to interview 
their subjects.
b. Students will 
conduct interviews on a 
chosen subject who 
lived and can answer 
questions concerning 
their chosen decade.  

Stage 3: The Story
After completing the 
interview, students will 
then compile there 
interview into a story 
focused on the theme of 
the American Dream. 
The story should reflect 
evidence of knowledge 
and experiences unique 
to their chosen decade.
1-2 full typed pages

Stage 4: Peer Editing

Students will reenter 
their decade groups to 
share stories and 
perceptions from their 
decade.

Stage 5: Jigsaw
Students will compile 
their information into 
one unified story 
focused on the 
American Dream with 
each group’s unique 
evidence as support.
Stage 6: Group’s 
Story

Stage 6: Group’s Story
Each group will add 
their unified belief of 
what today’s American 
Dream is by providing 
their own definition.

Stage 7: Presentation

Will be in the form of 
either a Documentary 
Film or Podcast.

The Stages- Each stage must be completed in the provided order before moving on to the next.
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