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Group Story Rubric
4 3 2 1

Main Idea  The student's 
retelling includes all 
major points to 
establish 
relationships 
between the 
interviewee and the 
American Dream. 
The student gives a 
complete statement 
of the main idea. 

The student's retelling 
may include some 
details and most major 
points to establish 
relationships to the 
American Dream 
sequencing them 
when appropriate.  
The student gives a 
simple but acceptable 
statement of the main 
idea. 

The student's retelling 
includes at least one 
major point but may 
not focus on 
establishing a 
connection to the 
American Dream. 
Student's response 
does not show an 
understanding of 
concept. The student 
gives a partial 
statement of the main 
idea. 

The student gives an 
incomplete retelling 
that contains no major 
points to establish a 
connection to the 
American Dream. 
Details may be 
limited. The student's 
understanding of the 
main idea is incorrect 
or makes no sense.

Supporting 
Details- 
number and 
usage of 
quotes

Uses important details 
in sequence to 
summarize.Complete 
statements of main 
idea supported with 
8-10 quotes.

Uses some details in 
sequence to 
summarize.  Simple 
statement of main idea 
supported with 6-8 
quotes.

May focus on one 
detail or part of 
selection. Does not 
show understanding of 
sequence and only has 
4-6 quotes

Details limited in 
summary and not in 
sequence.  No 
statement of main idea 
or statement makes no 
sense. 2-4 quotes

Research- 
Evidence that 
each decade is 
represented

Group researched 
the subject and 
integrated 3 or 
more "tidbits" 
from their 
research into 
their portion of 
the story.

Group researched 
the subject and 
integrated 2 
"tidbits" from 
their research 
into their portion 
of the story.

Group 
researched the 
subject and 
integrated 1 
"tidbit" from 
their portion of 
the story.

Either no 
research was 
done or it was not 
clear that the 
group used it in 
their portion of 
the story.

Group 
Concept- Intro 
and 
Conclusion

Thesis provides a 
clear picture of 
what they are 
trying to achieve. 
Each member can 
describe what 
they are trying to 
do and generally 
how his/her work 
will contribute to 
the final product.

Thesis is provides  
a fairly clear 
picture of what 
they are trying to 
achieve. Each 
member can 
describe what 
they are trying to 
do overall but has  
trouble describing 
how his/her work 
will contribute to 
the final product.

Thesis may be 
present, but no 
clear focus has 
emerged for the 
team. Team 
members may 
describe the 
goals/final 
product 
differently.

Thesis is absent 
and the team has  
spent little effort 
on brainstorming 
and refining a 
concept. Team 
members are 
unclear on the 
goals and how 
their 
contributions will 
help them reach 
the goal.

Punctuation, 
Grammar and 
Mechanics 

Paper has been 
spell-checked and 
proofread, and has 
no errors, and no 
rhetorical questions 
or slang.

Paper has been 
spell-checked and 
proofread, and has 
very few errors, and 
no rhetorical 
questions or slang.

Paper has several 
spelling errors, 
rhetorical questions 
and/or uses of slang.

Paper has many 
spelling errors, 
rhetorical questions 
and/or uses of slang.




