
English III
9/2/14

Welcome back Sophomores!
1.  Expectations/Syllabus. School wide norms. 

● Be punctual
● Be present and Engaged
● Be Respectful
● Listen first, Speak Second

2.  Values discussion: Break up into groups alphabetically by your 
zodiac sign.  
3.  Questions?
4.  Be prepared for next class to take notes



Values Discussion
1.  What is the most important thing you want to learn 
this year?
2.  What is something a few people know about you
3.  What do you value in a friend?
4. What do you value in a teacher? Administration?
5.  What is a motto/code you try to live by?
6.  What is the greatest challenge you are facing this 
year?
7.  What do you like most about yourself?



1.  Bell Ringer: What makes a commercial or advertisement appealing?  What 
is the purpose?
2. rhetoric:  According to Merriam-Webster the definition of rhetoric is: 
● language that is intended to influence people and that may not be honest 

or reasonable
● the art or skill of speaking or writing formally and effectively especially as a 

way to persuade or influence people
3. Rhetoric Notes
4. Rhetoric Practice:  http://aplangrocksthefreeworld.wikispaces.
com/file/view/Visual.Rhetoric.Durango.pdf 
http://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/bassomatic/n8631 
5.  If time permits, a time management discussion
Daily Objective:  Students will first attempt to define visual rhetoric and identify the benefits of 
using visual images to make arguments.

English III
9/4/14+ 9/5/14

http://aplangrocksthefreeworld.wikispaces.com/file/view/Visual.Rhetoric.Durango.pdf
http://aplangrocksthefreeworld.wikispaces.com/file/view/Visual.Rhetoric.Durango.pdf
http://aplangrocksthefreeworld.wikispaces.com/file/view/Visual.Rhetoric.Durango.pdf
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http://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/bassomatic/n8631


A Short Introduction to Rhetoric
� Rhetoric is the Art of Persuasive Language

� Writers and speakers use Rhetoric to convince 
readers and listeners to do something or to 
think something.

� Think of every time you want to get your way.  
You are using rhetoric without knowing it!  



Various Meanings of "rhetoric":
� The meaning of the word "rhetoric" seems to differ 

depending on how the word is used and who's using it. 
� You've probably heard politicians some time or 

another dismiss the positions of their opponents as 
"mere rhetoric." 

� You're probably also familiar with the idea of a 
rhetorical question—a question that is meant to make 
a point and not meant to be answered. 



For our purposes -- "Rhetoric" is simply the ways in 
which we try to persuade a given audience, for a given 
purpose.
� Here are some classic (and some would say less-than-

reputable) examples of rhetoric:
◦ When a politician tries to get you to vote for him, he is using 

rhetoric. 
◦ When a lawyer tries to move a jury, she is using rhetoric. 
◦ When a government produces propaganda, it is using 

rhetoric. 
◦ When an advertisement tries to get you to buy something, 

it is using rhetoric. 
◦ When the president gives a speech, he is using rhetoric. 



But rhetoric can be much subtler (and quite positive) 
as well:
� When someone writes an office memo, he is using rhetoric. 
� When a newspaper writer offers her depiction of what happened 

last night, she is using rhetoric. 
� When a scientist presents theories or results, she is using 

rhetoric. 
� When you write your mom or dad an email, you are using 

rhetoric. 
� And yes, when I'm trying to explain about rhetoric, I'm using 

rhetoric. 



� Rhetoric throughout most of history referred to the arts of 
speech making and oratory. 

� In this class, we will use it to refer to persuasion that occurs 
through any medium, not just text or speech.

� Eventually, I hope you start to see all communication as 
rhetorical—that is, as a set of deliberate, strategic decisions that 
someone made to achieve a certain purpose with a certain 
audience. 



The Rhetorical Triangle

� A way of thinking about what's involved in any 
communication/persuasion scenario.

� The 3 elements of The Rhetorical Triangle are:
◦ a speaker or writer (who performs the rhetoric), 
◦ an audience (the people addressed), and 
◦ a purpose (the message communicated with the audience) 



The Rhetorical Triangle

Writer/Speaker

Purpose/Message Audience



The Rhetorical Appeals:
� Aristotle (an ancient Greek philosopher) identified 

three major tactics that we use when we go about 
persuading people. 

� We call these tactics rhetorical appeals
� Aristotle taught that a speaker’s ability to persuade an 

audience is based on how well the speaker appeals to 
that audience in three different areas:
◦ ethos
◦ logos
◦ pathos 



Appeal to Ethos
● refers to the character or authority of the 

speaker/writer. As an audience, our perception of 
the speaker/writer's ethos is what leads us to trust 
them. 

● It involves the trustworthiness and credibility of 
the speaker/writer

● Is the speaker/writer dependable?  Is he    
knowledgeable?  Can we trust him?



Examples of Appeals to Ethos:
� In many cases ethos is pretty transparent: if Rachel Ray wanted to tell us how to make 

Chicken Marsala, we would probably just implicitly assume that she knew what she was 
talking about. After all, she has built her ethos in the sense of authority by 
demonstrating her cooking abilities every day on nationwide television, in her 
cookbooks, and through other media. She has also built her ethos in the sense of her 
character by appearing to be a friendly, savvy, and admirable person.

However, if a random person on the street wanted to tell us how to make Chicken 
Marsala, we would probably first want to know what gave him the authority to do so: 
did he cook a lot? Does he make chicken marsala often? Why was he qualified to show 
us? In addition, such a person would probably lack the character component of ethos—
being a stranger we would have no connection to him and we would have no sense of 
who he was as a person. In fact, we'd probably be creeped out by his unsolicited 
cooking lesson. Ultimately, we would have no reason to trust him. 



Appeal to Pathos

● An Emotional Appeal
● Appeal to human emotions (such as desire, 

passion, or patriotism) within the 
audience/reader

● Includes considerations of the values and 
beliefs in the audience that will ultimately 
move them to action. 



Examples of Appeals to Pathos:
� Home security companies appeal to our fears of violent crime, carbon 

monoxide, fire, etc. in order to convince us to buy their home monitoring 
systems. 

� Personal hygiene products appeal to our fears of social rejection and to 
our desire to fit in with others. 

� Charities appeal to our emotions by showing us images of people that we 
will empathize with. 

� Casinos appeal to our sense of greed when they try to get us to gamble. 
� And of course, countless advertisements use sex to convince us to buy 

their products (this is technically eros, but we'll file it under pathos for the 
sake of simplicity).



Appeal to Logos
● logical argument
● appeal to reason or logic
● frequently includes the use of data, 

statistics, math, research, order, and 
"objectivity." 



Examples of Appeal to Logos:
� When advertisements claim that their products are 

“37% more effective than the competition,” they are 
making an appeal to logos. 

� When a lawyer claims that her client is innocent 
because he had an alibi, that too is an appeal to logos 
because it is logically inconsistent for her client to 
have been in two places at once.



The best arguments contain more 
than one type of appeal!
� It's important to recognize that ethos, pathos, 

and logos appeals are rarely found 
independently of each other, and that 
complex and effective persuasion usually 
involves all of them in some combination. 



Example of Combination of Appeals:
� For instance, appeals to logos by themselves are rare and seldom 

effective—they invariably rely on appeals to pathos and ethos as well. 

� If I wrote an essay that included the statement "five people die of AIDS 
every minute," it doesn't just convey an appeal to logos in the form of a 
statistic. 
◦ It also includes an implicit appeal to pathos: a sense of the emotional tragedy 

that is AIDS and a sense of the ferocity and terribleness of the disease. 
◦ It also includes an implicit appeal to ethos: it establishes my belief in the moral 

unacceptability of the disease and it may establish admiration in the eyes of my 
audience for holding such a stance. 



A More Complete Rhetorical Triangle
Writer/Speaker
Appeal to Ethos 

(Credibility of 
Writer)

Purpose/Message
Appeal to Logos 

(Facts, Research, Data)

Audience
Appeal to Pathos 

(Emotions, Beliefs, 
and Values)



Homework
Directions:  Choose an advertisement from a periodical or television and 
respond to the following.

1. Who is the audience for the advertisement? How can you tell? What 
assumptions do the advertisers make about the audience?
2. Is this a populist advertisement? Or an elitist one? How can you tell? 
What traditions or standards does it rely upon to be understood in these 
terms?
3. What is your prior knowledge of the product? Of the advertisement? 
How does this help you understand the ad’s meaning?
4. In what ways is the ad designed to manipulate you into buying the 
product? What emotions does it play upon? What desires does it 
commodify?
5. What unstated messages does the ad convey? What themes does it 
employ? What does the ad tell us about American culture?



English III
9/8/14+9/9/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  From your homework assignment, which rhetorical appeal 
dominated?  Why?  Purpose?
2.  implicit:  understood though not clearly or directly stated 
For Example:  I have implicit trust in her honesty
3.  Collect homework.  Discuss
4.  Notes of patterns of development
5.  Group project:  Read Sweat “Whiskey Speech” and complete task.  To 
be collected at the end of the period.
6.  Read “We Can Afford to Give Parents a Break”and establish the 
patterns of development.  

Daily Objective:  All students will be able to define patterns of development 
in rhetoric. 



Homework 9/8/14 + 9/9/14
Read and annotate Jody Heyman’s essay, 
“We can afford to give parents a break” and 
describe the patterns of development she 
uses.  Which of these patterns prevails in the 
overall essay? Which does she use in 
specific sections or paragraphs?  Be 
prepared to discuss next class. 



English III
9/10/14

1.  Bell Ringer: Define the purpose of your speech.  Was it effective in 
its purpose?  Why/Why not?   
2.  No vocab on “D” days
3.  Begin the presentation of speeches. Final typed copy due Monday 
or Tuesday depending on class. Graded formative
4. Discussion of Continual Progress Report https://docs.google.
com/a/cps.
edu/document/d/1aPdHEFoRJcpxWjsfyZoKJ0iCN1leNvW0cPyo2dely
wU/edit 
5.  Visual rhetoric piece
http://s3.amazonaws.
com/everystockphoto/fspid30/28/29/86/3/capture-newseum-photo-
2829863-o.jpg 

Daily Objective:  80% of students will be able to successfully utilize rhetoric 
and patterns of development  in a presented speech.

https://docs.google.com/a/cps.edu/document/d/1aPdHEFoRJcpxWjsfyZoKJ0iCN1leNvW0cPyo2delywU/edit
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https://docs.google.com/a/cps.edu/document/d/1aPdHEFoRJcpxWjsfyZoKJ0iCN1leNvW0cPyo2delywU/edit
http://s3.amazonaws.com/everystockphoto/fspid30/28/29/86/3/capture-newseum-photo-2829863-o.jpg
http://s3.amazonaws.com/everystockphoto/fspid30/28/29/86/3/capture-newseum-photo-2829863-o.jpg
http://s3.amazonaws.com/everystockphoto/fspid30/28/29/86/3/capture-newseum-photo-2829863-o.jpg
http://s3.amazonaws.com/everystockphoto/fspid30/28/29/86/3/capture-newseum-photo-2829863-o.jpg


English III
9/11/14 + 9/12/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  In the article, “We Can Afford to Give Parents a Break”, the 
author utilizes which pattern of development in detailing the three myths?
2.  explicit: very clear and complete : leaving no doubt about the meaning.  For 
example:  They were given explicit directions on how to complete the assignment.     
3. Read and discuss article for further understanding of the patterns of 
development and rhetoric.  
4. Collect homework
5.  Visual rhetoric practice
6.  Finish speeches and typed argument/counterargument rhetorical style paper due 
Monday/Tuesday

Daily Objective:  All students will be able to define patterns of development 
in rhetoric through a written and visual medium.  



Ethos
● Jody Heyman establishes ethos from the outset by referring to "our 

government indicating that even though she is being critical, she is 
doing so on behalf of the audience. 

● Then immediately in the next paragraph, she provides information that 
establishes her as an expert: she has "collected data — for Harvard 
University's Project on Global Working Families and at McGill 
University." Working with projects associated with two prestigious 
universities gives her strong credibility to speak on the subject. 

● Further, at the end of the article, a biographical note states that 
Heyman was the director or founder of each project and indicates she 
has written a book on the topic at hand. Without question, her voice is 
an informed one.

Is there a place where her credibility can be questioned?



Logos
● Perhaps Heyman's strongest appeal to logos is her decision to frame 

her viewpoint not as a women's rights issue but as an economic one.
●  She develops her argument for several paragraphs with facts and 

figures, presumably from the data she has collected. 
● In fact, she begins the second paragraph by citing policies in other 

countries. She then goes on to write, for example, "When children get 
sick,parents in 37 countries are guaranteed at least a minimum 
amount of paid leave to care for them," and "personal sick leave is a 
basic right of citizens in more than 150 countries around the world."

● Where is cause and effect?



Pathos
● Where does pathos occur?
● What is her central argument?
● Where are the counter-arguments
● Yet, she uses the occasion of Mother's Day and the warm feelings 

surrounding it to appeal to the audience's emotions. "If politicians . . . 
in the United States really valued mothers and families on Mother's 
Day," she suggests, they would enact the policies she advocates.

●  And by writing in her final sentence, "'Happy Mother's Day' would be 
more than just another myth," Heyman uses the emotional power of 
Mother's Day to compel readers to consider her argument.



Visual Rhetoric
Individually or in pairs respond to the following questions for the visual 
rhetoric.  Each response needs to be at least a paragraph in length.
1.  What are the messages received from the image?
2.  What is the artist’s intention with the image?
3.  In what way(s) does the visual medium present the message that the 
written word could not?
4. What choices in composition has the artist made? What did the artist 
omit?

Source:  http://s3.amazonaws.
com/everystockphoto/fspid30/28/29/86/3/capture-newseum-photo-
2829863-o.jpg 
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English III
9/15/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  If science would allow you to instantly perfect something about 
yourself either physically or personally, what would you change and why? 
2.  assiduous:  showing great care, attention, and effort (adj) She was assiduous in 
pointing out every feature.  Construct your own sentence. 
3.  Collect speeches.  1 vs. 1
4.  Work on visual rhetoric passages.  Due in class today.  4 paragraphs total
5.  Frankenstein introduction
Homework: Dialectical Notebook journal write:  What are the applications and 
possible implications of genetic engineering?

Daily Objective:   All students will be able to construct paragraphs that 
illustrates the visual rhetoric in a specific medium.



Dialectical Notebook
1.Means conversation, discussion.   This notebook will be a continuous 
assignment collected randomly during the readings.  How the notebook is kept 
is up to you, but we must become active readers. 
2.Divide notebooks into two columns. One column is labeled Text; the other, 
Response. 
3.As you read, record important points in the Text column.  When you are 
finished, you have a summary of the material that you have read.  You can now 
discuss notes in class and agree upon facts from the reading.

As you read, record part of your inner conversation in the Response column.  
This should include questions, comments, and ideas next to that part of the 
text that has piqued your interest.  The Response section becomes an 
intellectual history of the reading experience



English III
9/17/14 + 9/18/14

  1.  Bell Ringer: Do Parents/Guardians have a never-ending responsibility for 
their children? Explain
2. fervent:  having or displaying a passionate intensity (adj) For example:  

She delivered a fervent speech that called for tolerance and compassion 
for those who are different.  Construct your own sentence.

3. PowerPoint: information of the author and backstory
4. Dialectical Notebook Practice for preface.  
5. Begin reading from novel.  Discuss possible themes
6. Break-power verbs distribute
7. Homework:  Read the first three letters in “Frankenstein” and annotate text 

in your dialectical notebook.  Be prepared with questions for Monday.
Daily Objective:  All students will be able to understand the purpose of close 
reading through the use of a dialectical notebook.  



Dialectical Notebook Advantages
Advantages for Students 
• Taking dialectical notes slows down the reading process, forcing the reader to take 
notice of and reflect on details that would otherwise have been lost. 
• Taking dialectical notes helps readers keep track of their thought processes while 
reading. This is important because thoughts and reactions come and go very quickly, 
but may be important for discussions, essays, or standardized test questions later on. 
• All students can do this. It is the perfect tool for individualized instruction. The quality 
and depth of responses will vary greatly, but every student will be able to access every 
text in some way. This builds confidence for insecure readers, and takes good readers 
to new levels of interpretation. 



Gothic Literature Notes

● The use of intense emotion
● The evocation of fear
● Using weather to depict a character’s mood
● The use of specific vocabulary: e.g., 

diabolical, lamentable, melancholy, misery, 
wretched, etc

● giving nature the power to destroy



Frankenstein Themes
• “The Modern Prometheus”--Prometheus was the god that created 
man out of clay. It was his decision to steal fire and give it to men that 
led to the creation of Pandora and her descendents. The sole purpose 
of this creation was that they should afflict and torment mankind.
• The divine power of nature--Frankenstein finds a great sublime 
element in nature, similar to that of the transcendentalist movement 
(see ch. 9-10).
• The failure in trying to recreate that power (the monster)--The power 
of nature is marred by Frankensteinʼs creation. This “unnatural” being 
brings him nothing but disgust. This is highly suggestive of the fall of 
man (or at least his incapability for perfection). He is unable to fully 
create what nature had.



Themes Cont
• Responsibility--All of Frankensteinʼs woes are due to a 
lack of responsibility for his actions. He hides what he has 
done and shuns the creation he has made.
• Isolation and acceptance--Frankenstein, his monster, and 
Walton all must deal with bouts of isolation and seeking 
acceptance from others



English III
9/22/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Much of Frankenstein takes place in austere or forbidding 
natural settings, many of them in regions of ice and desolation. Describe 
the purpose the setting by utilizing a literary device.

2. judicious:  having or showing good judgment (adj)  For example:  The 
efficient and judicious use of pesticides by corporate farms has been 
brought into question by organic farmers. Construct your own sentence.

3. Review of readings of letters 1,2,3,4 
4. Group work chapter 1:  Dialectical notebook group work.  Review of final 

speeches
5. Common formative Wednesday covering letters 1,2,3,4 and chapter 1.  

Daily Objective:  All students will be able to understand the purpose of close 
reading through the use of a dialectical notebook. 



Chapter 1 Leading Questions
1.What is Victor's father like? The circumstances of his father's marriage illustrate 
his father's character. Victor tells us about Beaufort. As Shelley writes, what do you 
think the story of Beaufort and Victor's father advocates, especially in English 
society?
2. Beaufort's daughter Caroline is of uncommon mold. And becomes the duty-bound 
mother in many different ways. How is it then that Victor, their son, is treated? He 
says he is "guided with a silken cord" . What does this mean? Is this at all 
problematic in your mind?
3. On one of her missions to the poor, Victor's mother discovers Elizabeth. What 
happens? What is Victor's attitude toward Elizabeth?
4. Interestingly in the 1818 version of this story, Mary Shelley casts Elizabeth as 
Victor's first cousin. In this 1836 version, Elizabeth is born of a completely separate 
family. What are the implications of these changes in the novel from 1818 to 1831?



English III
9/24/14

1.  Bell Ringer: Describe Victor’s father.  What is he like? 
His relationship with Beaufort?

2. No vocab “D” days
3. Formative
4. Dialectical Notebook and leading questions from 

chapter 1 (remediation)
5. Chapter 2 with dialectical notebook due tomorrow 

(acceleration)   
Daily Objective:  80% of students will be able to define and apply contextual 
clues for passages from Frankenstein.



English III
9/25/14

1.  Bell Ringer: Describe Victor’s epiphany- moment in which you suddenly see or 
understand something in a new or very clear way-at the end of ch.2

2. aberration: something (such as a problem or a type of behavior) that is unusual or 
unexpected For example:  For her, such a low grade on an exam was an aberration. 
Construct your own sentence.

3. Contextual clues powerpoint. Practice
4. Chapter 2 leading questions review
5. Dialectical Notebook Class reading ch.3
Homework:  Finish reading ch.3 and complete ch.4 with dialectical notebook
Daily Objective:  80% of students will be able to define and apply contextual clues in 
practice and from passages in Frankenstein.



Chapter 2 Leading Questions
1.  Describe specific contrasts between Victor and 

Elizabeth 
2. Interpret the following quote “The world was to me a 

secret which I desired to divine.”
3. List three main differences between Henry and Victor
4. Identify three cases of foreshadowing.
5. Explain the issue of Victor’s fascination with Agrippa, 

Paracelsus, and Albert Magnus.  How did they shape 
his 



English III
10/2/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Who is to blame for the creation?  Victor, chemistry, or the 
thirst of knowledge? Explain

2. egregious:  very bad and easily noticed(adj)  For example:  The student's theme 
was marred by a number of egregious errors in spelling

3. Notes on contextual clues continued slide 29 to practice
4. Dialectical notebook as a class chapter 3-5. Student-led Volunteers
5. Homework:  Finish chapter 6 and 7

Daily Objective:  80% of students will be able to define and apply contextual clues in 
practice and from passages in Frankenstein.



Chapter 3 Leading Questions

1. Describe the interaction between Krempe 
and Victor.

2. Summarize Waldman’s speech to the class.
3. Analyze the quote concerning “genius” om 

pg. 39 from Waldman. 



Chapter 4 Leading Questions
1.  Describe the incident that “protracted” Victor’s stay at 

Inglostadt. 
2. Why make the being of “gigantic nature”?
3. Describe the tone of Victor on pg.44. How has it 

changed? Specifically quote from 1st paragraph, 4 
sentence. “A new species would…”

4. How does Victor describe an individual “in “perfection”?



Chapter 5 Leading Questions
1.  Analyze the following quotes:

○ “How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate 
the wretch whom with such infinite pains and care I had endeavoured 
to form?”

○ but now that I had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished, and 
breathless horror and disgust filled my heart.”

2.  Describe the author’s purpose by detailing Victor’s dream on pg.48.
3. Explain the allusion of pg.49.  What is the purpose? 
4. Clerval re-enters novel.
5. Text connection:  What prior reading can you relate to Victor’s behavior on 

pg. 50. Explain
6. Purpose the repetition of the word “ardour”?



English III
10/6/14-10/7/14

1. Bell Ringer: Explain the allusion of pg.49.  What is the 
purpose?  

2. despot:  a person who has a lot of power over other people  
For example:  The company is run by a benevolent despot.

3.  Finish contextual clues notes
4. Formative Wednesday covering readings up to chapter 7
5. “Informed reader” summative explanation 
6. Frankenstein Scavenger Hunt
7. Homework: Study for formative
Daily Objective:  80% of students will be able to define and apply contextual clues in 
practice and from passages in Frankenstein.



Frankenstein Scavenger Hunt
Respond to the following.  Winning pair or individual to win prize!

 1. Who is Ernest Frankenstein?
2. Why did William hide from Ernest in Plainpalais?
3. Why did Elizabeth feel responsible for William’s murder?
4. How long has Victor been away from home, studying at Ingolstadt?
5. When Victor sees the creature in the Alps, why doesn’t he pursue it?
6. How has Elizabeth changed in the six years since Victor has seen her?
7. How does Justine look and behave during her trial?
8. How did Justine react when she was shown William’s body?
9. Whom does Victor consider to be the “true murderer” of William?
10. How does Elizabeth feel after she visits Justine in prison?



Chapter 8 Scavenger Hunt
1. What does the letter from Victor’s father say?
2. Why does Victor’s father want Victor to come home right away?
3. What did Elizabeth give to William before he died? Why does she feel 
bad about giving him this item?
4. Why can’t Victor go into Geneva when he arrives at the city?
5. Where does Victor decide to visit?
6. Who does Victor see?
7. Who killed William?
8. Victor decides to say nothing to his father about his secret. Why?
9. Who do the police think killed William?
10. Is Victor’s secret separating him from his family?



English III
10/8/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  How many questions are on the English portion of the ACT?  
How many minutes to complete the test?

2. No vocab D day
3. Questions from dialectical notebook?
4. Formative
5. Homework:  Completed dialectical notebook up to chapter 7.  One vs. one 

meetings tomorrow.  First time is a homework grade then all following are 
to be graded as a formative.

6. Daily Objective: Daily Objective:  80% of students will be able to define and 
apply contextual clues from passages and apply rules of close reading  in 
Frankenstein



English III
10/9/14+ 10/10/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Victor explains two individuals were the “first hapless victims 
to my unhallowed arts.”  Who are these individuals?  Provide explanation 
in your response.  

2. callous:  not feeling or showing any concern about the problems or 
suffering of other people. For example:  He was a selfish and callous 
young man.

3. Turn in dialectical notebook. One vs. one.  After checking dialectical you 
are immediately eligible for retake.

4. Group work (4 per group):  Dialectical notebook for chapters 8-9. 

Daily Objective:  Complete the dialectical notebook for chapter 8 and 9 by 
applying using close reading skills and contextual clues.  



1. Bell Ringer:  “The wounded deer dragging its fainting limbs to some 
untrodden brake, there to gaze upon the arrow which had pierced it, and to 
die-was but a type of me.” (78) What type of literary/rhetorical device is 
utilized in the above quote?  Explain the purpose

2. formidable:  very powerful or strong : deserving serious attention and 
respect

3. Notes on SOAPStone
4. Lou Gehrig speech with SOAPStone
5. Model hard copy of Op-Ed (Obama).  Model and practice.  Op-ed due next 

Friday (24)
6. Dialectical notebook model.  Chapter 9
Daily Objective:  100% of all students will be able to recognize and utilize the 
SOAPStonE methods in speech and essay

English III
10/14/14+10/15/14



SOAPStone Notes

SOAPSTone (Speaker, Occasion, 
Audience, Purpose, Subject, Tone) is 
an acronym for a series of questions 
that students must first ask themselves, 
and then answer, as they begin to plan 
their compositions. 



SOAPStone Cont

Who is the Speaker?
The voice that tells the story. Before students begin 
to write, they must decide whose voice is going to be 
heard. Whether this voice belongs to a fictional 
character or to the writers themselves, students should 
determine how to insert and develop those attributes of 
the speaker that will influence the perceived meaning 
of the piece. 



Notes Cont

What is the Occasion?
The time and the place of the piece; the context 
that prompted the writing. Writing does not occur 
in a vacuum. All writers are influenced by the larger 
occasion: an environment of ideas, attitudes, and 
emotions that swirl around a broad issue. Then there 
is the immediate occasion: an event or situation that 
catches the writer's attention and triggers a 
response. 



Notes Cont

Who is the Audience? 
The group of readers to whom this piece is 
directed. As they begin to write, students must 
determine who the audience is that they intend to 
address. It may be one person or a specific group. 
This choice of audience will affect how and why 
students write a particular text. 



Notes Cont

What is the Purpose?
The reason behind the text. Students need to 
consider the purpose of the text in order to 
develop the thesis or the argument and its 
logic. They should ask themselves, "What do I 
want my audience to think or do as a result of 
reading my text?" 



Notes Cont

What is the Subject? 
Students should be able to state the subject 
in a few words or phrases. This step helps 
them to focus on the intended task throughout 
the writing process. 



Notes Cont
What is the Tone?
The attitude of the author. The spoken word can convey 
the speaker's attitude and thus help to impart meaning 
through tone of voice. With the written word, it is tone that 
extends meaning beyond the literal, and students must 
learn to convey this tone in their diction (choice of words), 
syntax (sentence construction), and imagery (metaphors, 
similes, and other types of figurative language). The ability 
to manage tone is one of the best indicators of a 
sophisticated writer. 



10/16/14 + 10/17/14
1. Bell Ringer:  The creature explains: “Yet you, my creator, detest and spurn 

me, thy creature, to whom thou art bound by ties only dissoluble by the 
annihilation of one of us.”  Describe which literary device is used in the 
above quote.  Why? Examine DICTION!

2. extraneous:  irrelevant or unrelated to the subject being dealt with
3. Read Obama’s essay and complete SOAPStone.  Provide model for 

summative writing 
4. Finish Dialectical Notebook for chapter 9
5. Homework:  Read chapters 10-12 due Monday
6. Project:  Construct the “monster”
Daily Objective:  All students will understand and apply SOAPStone in an 
exercise and reading.  



English III
10/20/14

1.  Bell Ringer: The creature begins his education, specifically concerning 
pleasure and pain, by observing and practicing.  Provide two instances 
where the creature begins to understand the differences in pleasure and 
pain.    

2. indoctrinate:   to teach (someone) to fully accept the ideas, opinions, and 
beliefs of a particular group and to not consider other ideas, opinions, and 
beliefs

3. George Bush SOAPStone and model 
4. Dialectical notebook chapters 10-12
5. Homework:  Read chapter 13.  
6. Summative:  Due Friday.  3-5 paragraph analysis
Daily Objective:  All students will understand and apply SOAPStone in an 
exercise and reading



Chapter 11-12 Leading Questions
1. What imagery does Shelley employ when the character describes his 

“awakening?” What does his reaction remind you of?
2.  How does the change in narration to the creature’s point of view affect the 

reading of the novel? Do you feel sympathy for the creature when he is 
rejected by humanity?

3. “My spirits were elevated by the enchanting appearance of nature; the past 
was blotted from my memory, the present was tranquil, and the future 
gilded by bright rays of hope, and anticipations of joy.”

http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/frankenstein/V2notes/nature.html?width=400&height=300
http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/frankenstein/V2notes/pastmem.html?width=400&height=300
http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/frankenstein/V2notes/pastmem.html?width=400&height=300
http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/frankenstein/V2notes/anticip.html?width=400&height=300


English III
10/23/14 + 10/24/13

1.  Bell Ringer:  How are Safie and the creature alike?  What bond(s) do they 
share?  

2. incorrigible:  not able to be corrected or changed.  For example:  He is 
always the class clown and his teachers say he is incorrigible.

3. Tips for analysis paper
Rhetorical strategies practice:  Speech and analyze rhetorical strategies http:

//www.slate.
com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/19/goldieblox_commercial_rewrites_the_beastie_boys_urges_young_girls_to_purs
ue.html 

4. Remediation:  
○ Dialectical notebook, Re-Takes and SOAPStone 
○ Acceleration: Project and dialectical notebook 14-15
○ Homework:  Analysis paper.  

Daily Objective:  All students will understand and apply SOAPStone and 
rhetorical strategies in an exercise and reading

http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/19/goldieblox_commercial_rewrites_the_beastie_boys_urges_young_girls_to_pursue.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/19/goldieblox_commercial_rewrites_the_beastie_boys_urges_young_girls_to_pursue.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/19/goldieblox_commercial_rewrites_the_beastie_boys_urges_young_girls_to_pursue.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/19/goldieblox_commercial_rewrites_the_beastie_boys_urges_young_girls_to_pursue.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/19/goldieblox_commercial_rewrites_the_beastie_boys_urges_young_girls_to_pursue.html


Pointers for Writing an Analytical Essay

● An analytical essay examines the purpose, 
content, structure, and rhetoric of the 
passage.

● How does the author convey meaning, 
achieve its purpose, or create an effect?

● What specific diction does the author employ 
in his/her writing?  How are the sentences 
structured?



Pointers Cont

● What elements of style does the author use?
● It is important to cite the text and to weave 

quotes into your essay with at least two 
sentences of analysis or commentary

● Your job is to break the piece in parts in 
order to explain how the author put it 
together.  Editorials and opinion pieces were 
extremely well=Op-Ed



Types of Sentences

1.  Imperative
2.



Acceleration 

Provide two instances of irony in chapter 13 
and fully explain its reasoning as well as 
provide textual evidence in your example.   



Trial of the Century
● In this activity, students take the role of attorneys presenting their “closing arguments” at 

the end of a criminal trial. In this case either Victor Frankenstein or his creature is on trial. 
● The crime can be varied: playing God, blind ambition, desertion, cruelty, or murder. 
● Ask students to choose whether to defend or prosecute the character. 
● To prepare their case, they list all the possible arguments from both sides. For example, if 

they plan to defend Victor Frankenstein, they list not only all the arguments they plan to 
use but also as many arguments as they can think of that will be used by the prosecution. 

● Then, they’ll list possible responses to the opposition’s points. In this way, students not 
only consider both points of view but also illustrate their skills in persuasive writing and 
speaking. 

● Students should be encouraged to use their own opinion but should also be required to 
cite the novel whenever possible to encourage close reading. 

● Prior to preparing their arguments, students might watch a closing argument on video, 
such as the scene at the end of John Grisham’s A Time to Kill. Such a model provides 
ideas for rhetorical strategies such as repetition, storytelling, and gestures. 

● Students present arguments orally to the class.



English III
10/27/14 + 10/28/14

1. Bell Ringer:  List three words from your analysis essay that provided 
richness and color (diction).

2. heretic:  someone who believes or teaches something that goes against 
accepted or official beliefs

3. Collect analysis essay for Op-Ed summative.  Staple SOAPStone to essay
4. Dialectical Notebook for chapters 14 and 15 and leading questions
5. Discuss project with class http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKN1K2He8yg 
guidance: Dialectical notebook completion and retake
acceleration:  Project. Discuss with class  

Homework:  Completed dialectical notebook for chapters 14-16.  Collected 
Friday as a formative.  
Daily Objective:  All students will be able to complete dialectical notebook using close reading skills and define specific words in 

Frankenstein using contextual clues.  Also, students will begin to provide arguments and counter-arguments for project.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKN1K2He8yg


English III
10/30/14 

1. Bell Ringer:  List three words (diction) from your analysis essay that 
provided richness and color to your essay.  For example:  I used egregious 
in my essay to emphasize the tone of the Op-Ed.

2. heretic:  someone who believes or teaches something that goes against 
accepted or official beliefs

3. Collect analysis essay for Op-Ed summative.  Staple SOAPStone to essay
4. Dialectical Notebook Formative Due: 14-16
5. Discuss project with class http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKN1K2He8yg 
guidance: Dialectical notebook completion 
acceleration:  Project. Divide responsibilities and begin to construct argument/counter-argument 

Homework:  Read chapters 17-18
Daily Objective:  All students will be able to complete dialectical notebook using close reading skills and define specific words in 

Frankenstein using contextual clues.  Also, students will begin to provide arguments and counter-arguments for project.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKN1K2He8yg


Leading Questions for Chapter 14
1. How is Safie’s father the cause of their ruin?  
2. What is the father’s treasure to Felix? What did he 

promise?
3. Describe the story of Safie and her mother
4. Why was Felix so depressed.  It was indicated he lived 

in poverty but that was not the true reason.  
5. What is the purpose of Shelly creating the story of Safie 

and her family? What can the creature learn from it?



Leading Questions Chapter 15

1.  Explain how is the theme of nature vs. nurture 
emphasized in Chapter 15, pg. 110?

2. Describe the irony of Paradise Lost in connection to 
the creature and Victor.

3. Detail why the creature was “sickened” by Victor’s 
letters.

4. Compare and contrast the situations of the blind 
father and the creature.  Specifically in their 
conversation.  pg 114



Leading Questions Chapter 16
1.  Which literary device is utilized and describe  its 

purpose on pg. 116? Can you 2?
2. What specific event filled the creature with revenge?  
3. Analyze the imagery on pg. 120.  How does it shape 

emotion and character?
4. Infer how the river experience filled the creature with 

“hellish rage”.
5. Theme of nature vs nurture arises again.  Where is it 

further developed in the chapter?  



English III
10/31/14 + 11/3/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Analyze the following the quote and infer the meaning of the 
creature’s words. “And then I bent over and whispered, ‘Awake, fairest, thy 
lover is near-he who would give his life but to obtain one look of affection 
from thine eyes: my beloved, awake!’”

2.  tirade:  a long and angry speech 
3. Formative formative due for chapters 14-16 (6th pd.)
4. Continue to provide feedback on op-ed’s (analysis essay)
5. Project:  Review responsibilities and begin to construct arguments and 

counter-arguments with rebuttal 
6. Homework:  Read chapters 17-20 and complete dialectical notebook
Daily Objective:  85% of the students will be able to construct arguments, 
counter-arguments, and rebuttals by providing specific evidence from their 
novels.  



English III
11/3/14 + 11/4/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  Why are certain professions dominated by men and 
others by women?

2. whimsical:  unusual in a playful or amusing way; not serious
3.  Leading questions: Chapters 17-20
4. Continue feedback on analysis essays.  
5. Project/Acceleration:  Arguments, counter-arguments, and 

rebuttals.  
6. Guidance:  Dialectical notebooks, retakes 
Daily Objective:  85% of the students will be able to construct 
arguments, counter-arguments, and rebuttals by providing specific 
evidence from their novels.  



Chapter 17-19 Leading Questions
Directions:  Reply to the following.  May work with a partner.  
1. What does the creature promise Victor if a female is created?
2. Describe the conundrum that Victor is in after a request by his 

father.
3. Explain why Victor is filled with “fear and agitation” concerning his 

leave.
4. Describe how Clerval was an image of Victor’s “former self”.
5. Explain the purpose of Henry and Victor’s travels.
6. Where does Victor decide to create the female? 



English III
11/6/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  What idea scared Victor regarding 
the creation of a mate for the creature?  

2. No vocab on D days
3. Formative
4. Homework:  Read chapters 21,22,and 23
80% of the students will be able to identify major 
ideas through the use of supporting evidence.  



English III
11/10/14+ 11/14/14

1. Bell Ringer:  How does ethnicity contribute to expectations of what is 
masculine or feminine behavior?  

2. conciliatory: (adj)  tending to lessen or avoid conflict or hostility
3. Novel completion. Leading questions
4. “I Want a Wife”-Explore the text questions.  1,2,4,5,8
5. Frankenstein summative next Thursday and Friday

Daily Objective:  Students will be able to decipher tone in an essay and apply 
evidence to support response.  



Leading Questions 21-24
1. Who is the creature’s most recent victim? 
2.  Explain what happens at Frankenstein’s trial? 
3.  Describe happens on Frankenstein and Elizabeth’s wedding night? 
4. What happens to Frankenstein’s father as a result of this latest tragedy? 
5. Detail the magistrate’s response when Frankenstein tells him the entire story of the creature? 
6.  What does Frankenstein do after he leaves the magistrate? 
7. What request does Frankenstein make of Robert Walton? Purpose?
8. What happens to Frankenstein? 
9.  What happens to the creature? 



English III
11/17/14 + 11/18/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  Think of a toy you had as a child.  Was the toy gender 
biased?  What specific elements made the toy gender specific.  

2. usurp:  to take and keep (something, such as power) in a 
forceful or violent way and especially without the right to do 
so 

3.  Poem “Barbie Doll” Class discussion with responses
4. Dialectical notebook completion.  Due day of summative.  Thursday for A 

day, Friday B
5. Study guide emailed
6. Guidance:  Dialectical notebook
7. Acceleration:  Project
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to decipher tone in a poem and apply 
evidence to support response.  



English III
11/20/14 + 11/21/14

1.  Bell Ringer: Take 5 minutes to discuss any 
questions you might have regarding the 
novel.

2. No vocab today
3. Turn in dialectical notebook on back chair
4. Summative (30 questions)



English III
11/24/14 + 11/25/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Immediate thoughts and reactions to 
yesterday’s decision...Surprised?  Status Quo?  Where 
does the country go from here?       

2. hackneyed: (adj)  not original, cliche
3. Pronoun antecedent agreement notes, review and 

practice 
4. Freakonomics activity
5. Re-take for Frankenstein requirements 
Daily Objective:  80% of the students will be able to identify the correct pronoun 
antecedent agreement in a sentence and ACT style passage.  



What is Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement?

Pronoun antecedent agreement is when the 
pronoun agrees in number (referring to 
singular or plural) and person (referring to 
first, second, or third person) with its 
antecedent.



Example #1 
When an employee does not agree with their plural boss's 
decision, the employee singular should not support that 
decision.
Reasoning: This sentence contains an antecedent and a 
pronoun. Since the antecedent (employee) is singular and the 
pronoun (their) is plural, the pronoun disagrees with the 
antecedent, thus containing a pronoun-antecedent agreement 
error. You can correct this in one of two ways: either make 
both the pronoun and antecedent singular, or make both the 
pronoun and antecedent plural.



Example #1 Corrected 

When an employee does not agree 
with his singular boss's decision, the 
employee singular should not support 
that decision.



Example #2
Everyone singular should make their plural own 
decision.
Reasoning: This sentence contains an 
antecedent (everyone) and a pronoun (their). 
Since the antecedent is third person and 
singular (everyone), the pronoun (they) should 
also be third person and singular; instead, 
"they" is third person and plural.



Example #2 Corrected

Everyone singular should make his or her singular 
own decision.



HOT Grammar Tip
When you check your own sentences to determine if the 
pronouns agree with their antecedents in both number and 
person, look first for what the antecedent is. Then match 
the antecedent with a pronoun that is consistent in number.
For example, if the pronoun is singular, the antecedent 
should also be singular. Then identify the person of the 
antecedent (first, second, or third person), and then match 
the pronouns in person.



Practice
1. The (doctor, doctors) believed their diagnosis of a 

fracture was correct.
2. The (cat, cats) are eating their dinner now.
3. The cups are sitting in (its, their) saucers.
4. After they saw the show, (he, they) went out to dinner.
5. The peony bushes have lost (its, their) petals.
6. A person, People) should always try to be helpful to his 

or her classmates.





English III
12/1/14 + 12/2/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  In his book Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus, 
John Gray writes, “A man’s sense of self is defined through his ability to 
achieve results...A woman’s sense of self is defined through her feelings 
and the quality of her relationships.  Do you support or challenge the 
following statement?  How would you modify it?  Use examples from your 
own personal experiences.  

2. copious:  very large in amount or number (adj) 
3. Practice Pronoun Antecedent 
4.  “Why do drug dealers still live with their moms?”  Freakonomics
5.  Gender Op-Ed rough draft due Thursday and Friday.
Daily Objective:  80% of the students will be able to identify the correct pronoun antecedent agreement in a sentence and paragraph style passage.  



Conventional Wisdom
Conventional wisdom is often created by experts in a field.
They make observations and draw conclusions without 
resorting to the facts.Their conclusions get repeated by the 
media and by other experts who refer to the previously 
stated error and thus give credibility to it. Repeated often 
enough, an error can begin to ring true and thus becomes 
accepted by society as an unquestionable answer to a 
tricky social problem.



Freakonomics Response Activity
1.  Incentives matter. Given the low wages and the fact 

that the chance of being violently murdered is one in 
four, why are so many willing and able to perform the 
job of dealing crack?

2. How did technological change of crack effect the market 
for goods and services?

3. What are the conflicting incentives between owners and 
labor?

4. Define the “winner takes all” labor market.
5. Which of the Black Disciples expenses go into fixed and 

variable costs?



English III
12/3/14

1. Bell Ringer:  How does chapter 3, Why do Drug Dealers 
live with their mom, construct its argument? Rhetorical 
strategies, literary devices, etc..?  

2. No vocab on “D” days
3. Correct paragraph
4. Pronoun Antecedent Formative
5. Op-Ed rough draft due tomorrow (gender)  Pick up 

SOAPSTONE if needed
6. Collect Frankenstein books
Daily Objective:Daily Objective:  80% of the students will be able to identify the correct pronoun 
antecedent agreement in a sentence and paragraph style passage.  

  



For each underline, either correct or leave 
as no change. 

You have to admire the honesty of a 
company who’s slogan is “Just the Best.”  
Glory Foods’ president, and founder Bill 
Williams, explains the unusual slogan by 
admitting that while he knows that his 
foods can’t beat the taste of real home 
cooking, it does come very close.  



English III
12/4/14 + 12/5/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Why are fairy tales so white?  
2. anomaly:  something that is unusual or unexpected
3. Correct the an ACT style paragraph
4. Review SOAPSTONE’s and rough drafts
5. Model Google Drive for suggestions 
Daily Objective:  All students will be able demonstrate how 
to upload an essay to their Google Drive and share the 
document with another student for suggestions and editing.  
Also, 80% of students will explain their SOAPSTONE and 
identify at least one literary device in their Op-Ed.  



Read the following and respond

The washers and dryers are lime green, and 
the paneling on the walls has been painted to 
match, although it was later varnished with 
some kind of wood grain finish.  
a. no change
b. have been
c. were
d. are



English III
12/8/14 + 12/11/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  Describe a rhetorical strategy that was utilized by the author 
of your Op-Ed piece. 

2. effervescent:  joyously unrestrained 
3. ACT style passages
4. Model Peer Edit Process
5. Continue to work on Op-Ed analysis essay.  I will not make suggestions on 

any rough draft without the SOAPSTone first.
6. If you have finished rough draft, please share your paper with at least two 

other students for peer edits (Google Drive or Hard Copy).  The peer edits 
are located on the table.

Daily Objective:  Daily Objective: Daily Objective:  80% of the students will be 
able to identify the correct pronoun antecedent agreement, misplaced modifier, 
or fragment in an ACT style passage.  



ACT Passage

I know that I could go in there anytime, and 
someone would look up from playing pinball or 
folding clothes and nods and smiles at me.
1.  no change
2. nod and smile
3. nodding and smiling
4. nods to smile



ACT Passage 
Each student usually lives with the family of one of the 
seniors.  I can recall students from Costa Rica, Italy, 
Norway, and Nigeria.  Last year, one of our school’s 
exchange students being Ligia Antolinez, who came from 
Bucaramanga, Colombia.
1.  No change
2. student was
3. students, named
4. students,



ACT Passage 

Even as a child, Williams loved to prepare food, 
and as a young adult, he refined his cooking 
skills at the prestigiously acclaimed Culinary 
Institute of America.

A. No change
B. his cooking skills were refined
C. his skill in cooking was refined
D. the refinement of his cooking skills occurred



English III
12/12/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  What is the occasion for the reading you have selected for 
your Op-Ed. 

2. rectify: Put (something) right; correct
3. Practice ACT passage (formative next week)
4. Model Peer Edit Process
5. Continue to work on Op-Ed analysis essay.  I will not make suggestions on 

any rough draft without the SOAPSTone first.
6. If you have finished rough draft, please share your paper with at least two 

other students for peer edits (Google Drive or Hard Copy).  The peer edits 
are located on the table.

Daily Objective:  All students will develop one specific English ACT technique to 
an ACT style passage.  Also, students will be able to explain why a passage is 
incorrect without the provided answers.   



English III
12/15/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  What did you notice about your peers essays through the 
revision process?  Did you go back and make necessary changes?

2. rectify: Put (something) right; correct
3.  Practice ACT prompt
4.  Final due today.  The following needs to be included:

a. typed final
b. peer edits (2 minimum)

5. Read “Just Walk on By” and respond to the following.
a. How would you describe the overall tone of the essay? Support your 

response with specific references to Staples's language.  One 
paragraph minimum response. 

Daily Objective:  All students will be able to describe the tone of a specific 
essay with responses that provide evidence of the author’s language.  



English III
12/16/14

1.  Bell Ringer:  What did you notice about your peers essays through the 
revision process?  Did you go back and make necessary changes?

2. deprecate:  express disapproval of
3.  Practice ACT prompt
4.  Final due today.  The following needs to be included:

a. typed final
b. peer edits (2 minimum)

5. Read “Just Walk on By” and respond to the following.
a. How would you describe the overall tone of the essay? Support your 

response with specific references to Staples's language.  One 
paragraph minimum response. 

Daily Objective:  All students will be able to describe the tone of a specific 
essay with responses that provide evidence of the author’s language.  



Traveling across time zones particularly via 
airplane, can be very disconcerting to the 
human body, both physically and mentally.  
When you “gain” or “lose” time going from Point 
A to Point B, a condition-desynchronosis-likely 
affect you in some form. Jet lag is medically 
considered a sleeping disorder, although it is 
normally a temporary condition and not as 
serious as other sleeping dysfunctions. 



I’ve never stopped to read it and, as far as I can 
tell, neither have the regulars.  I like to sit at the 
bar along the window and relax with the sinfully 
deliciousness of Joe’s Special Reuben.  
Newcomer’s to Joe’s who have never seen his 
creations marvel at the stack of the corned beef 
and sauerkraut; spilling from the bread onto my 
paper plate.



English III
12/18/14 + 12/19/14

1. Bell Ringer: NO BELLRINGER   
2. cognizant:  having knowledge or being aware of.
3. Remediation:  OP-Ed Essays…
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSOAwNSv8EM
5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xmH9RTuGZk  
6. NO HOMEWORK!!!
Daily Objective:  Students will analyze the  logos in a visual 
medium.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSOAwNSv8EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSOAwNSv8EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xmH9RTuGZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xmH9RTuGZk


English III
1/5/15 + 1/6/15

1.  Bell Ringer:  If friends are the currency of the socially 
networked world, are more friends better?  Or the more 
friends you have, the less they are worth?  

2. ubiquitous:  seeming to be seen everywhere
3. Practice ACT English passage
4. Read Friendonomics.  SOAPSTone
5. Response questions due before class ends
Daily Objective:  All students will be able to identify the 
counterargument of an essay and examine its purpose.



ACT Passage
I grew up with buckets, shovels, and nets 
waiting by the back door; hip-waders hanging in 
the closet; tide table charts covering the 
refrigerator door; and a microscope was sitting 
on the kitchen table.

A. No change
B. would sit
C. sitting
D. sat



ACT Continued

Having studied, my mother is a marine 
biologist.

A. No change
B. As my mother’s interest is science, she is
C. My mother’s occupation is that of
D. My mother is



The moon being closer to the earth when full, 
so its gravitational pull is stronger.

A. NO CHANGE
B. Since the moon is
C. The moon is
D. The moon,



Friendonomics Response Questions

1.  What is Brown’s main point? Is he arguing 
against Facebook and the social networks in 
general?  What are the major points of 
Brown’s argument?  

2. Where does Brown address the 
counterargument? Specifically

3. How does Brown use humor to make his 
point? Be specific



English III
1/8/15 + 1/9/15

1. Bell Ringer:  Need your opinion.  Who is more talkative...girls or boys?  
Support your answer with a narrative.  

2. no vocab
3. ACT English practice.  In groups of 2-4 complete English section passage 

1 and 2  from ACT practice books.  
4. One vs One regarding essays 
5. Read essay Are Women Really More Talkative Than Men by Mehl
http://homepage.psy.utexas.
edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf 
6. Homework: Response questions on the back of the essay.
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to complete with 80% accuracy  an 
English ACT passage(s)that detail subject verb agreement and verb tense 
consistency.  

http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf
http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf
http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf


Homework Response Questions
1.  How does Mehl establish that his research will not merely 

duplicate previous studies?  What is original about the work 
he and his colleagues have been doing?

2. What is the stereotype that Matthias Mehl and his research 
team sought to debunk?  Is discussing this stereotype an 
effective way to open the article?  Explain your answer.

3. This article reports a scientific study and its findings. In what 
ways is it the same as conventional essay of explanation or 
argument?  In what ways does it differ?  Cite specific 
passages to support your response.  



English III
1/12/15 + 1/13/15

1. Bell Ringer:  Need your opinion.  Who is more talkative...girls or boys?  
Support your answer with a quick anecdote.  

2. cursory:  done or made quickly (adj)
3. ACT English practice.  In groups of 2-4 complete English section from ACT 

practice books.  Friday group work on 3-4
4. One vs One regarding essays 
5. Read essay Are Women Really More Talkative Than Men by Mehl. Turn in 

homework
http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf 

6. Homework:  Respond to the following questions in exploring the text.
Daily Objective:   Students will be able to complete with 80% accuracy  an 
English ACT passage(s)that detail subject verb agreement and verb tense 
consistency.  

http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf
http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/faculty/pennebaker/reprints/MehletalScience2007.pdf


English III
1/15/15 + 1/16/15

1. Bell Ringer:  How does appearance define image?           
2. No more vocab this semester
3. ACT English Passage #2. 30 questions in 15 minutes.  

This will be timed and scanned.
4. Image exercise with text questions.  
5. Vocabulary study guide for final exam. Provided in email   
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to complete 30 
passage style English ACT questions in 15 minutes with 
80% accuracy.  



English III
1/21/15 + 1/22/15

1. Bell Ringer:Is there a difference between how you 
identify yourself and how others see you? Which is the 
truth?

2. No Vocab until second semester
3. Collect homework
4. ACT English Passage #2. 45 questions in 30 minutes.  

This will be timed and scanned. 
5. Part 1 of Final Exam: Thursday and Friday
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to complete 45 passage style English 
ACT questions in 30 minutes with 80% accuracy. 



Final Exam Notes

1. Thursday and Friday: Essay with annotation and 
SOAPstone=50% of grade  

2. Monday and Tuesday: You will be provided with an 
essay and will be asked to answer several multiple 
choice questions regarding contextual clues, rhetorical 
strategies utilized by author, and vocabulary from 
notes=50% of grade

3. Total 20 questions
Summative total 100 pts.  



English III
1/23/15

1. Bell Ringer:  List a strategy that you employ 
for the reading section of the ACT.   

2. No vocab until second semester
3. Complete one reading section from ACT-

provide some strategies
4. Part 1: Final Exam due before period ends
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to complete 1 ACT reading passage in 8 
minutes with 80% accuracy.  



English III
2/3/15 + 2/5/15

1. Bell Ringer:  Second semester goal:  Be specific to the class.  “I want to 
pass” does not suffice. “         

2. precocious: exhibiting mature qualities at an unusually early age. (adj)
3. Review previous ACT English-Biggest gains
4. Reading-Complete one passage
5. Free Write
6. Bob Dylan Song-Influenced writing
7. “Where Are You Going” background
8. Distribute and begin to annotate short story

Daily Objective:   Daily Objective:  Students will be able to complete 1 ACT 
reading passage in 8 minutes with 80% accuracy.   



English III
2/6/14 + 2/9/14

1. Bell Ringer:  Have you ever been compared to anyone else 
in your family? A friend?  Is it complementary or derogatory? 
How do you feel about it? Explain

2. clamor: a loud continuous noise  
3. modifier review with practice
4. ACT passages-timed
5. Prompts-10 minute free write
6. Notes
7. Short Story
Daily Objective: Students will be able to complete 1 ACT reading 
passage in 8 minutes with 80% accuracy.



Modifier
A modifier is a word or phrase that adds detail or description to a 
sentence. In the example sentences below, the modifiers are 
underlined.
● I walked in and out of dozens of stores yesterday, searching for 

the perfect purse.
● Shopping with Lisa today, I found a great purse.



Dangling Modifier
A dangling modifier occurs when the subject of the modifier is unclear. Most 
dangling modifiers occur at the beginning of sentences, but they can also occur at 
the end. 
Consider the sentence below and its revision (the modifiers are underlined).
● INCORRECT: Having looked through the whole music store, the CD I wanted 

just wasn’t there.
From the way this sentence is written, it actually looks like the CD has been looking 
through the whole music store. E We can correct the dangling modifier and make 
the sentence clearer by adding a subject for the modifier.
● POSSIBLE REVISION: Having looked through the whole music store, I realized 

that the CD I wanted just wasn’t there.



Misplaced Modifier
Misplaced modifiers occur when the subject of the modifier is unclear 
because the modifier is poorly placed. The reader may be unsure of what 
word the modifier is describing. The reader may even think the misplaced 
modifier is describing a different word than intended. Consider the sentence 
below and its revision (the modifier is underlined).
● INCORRECT: The jacket was just too small in the store.

The placement of the modifier in the store implies that the jacket was too 
small in the store. If the modifier is intended to specify that the author is 
talking about the jacket in the store, then this modifier should be moved.
● Possible revision: The jacket in the store was just too small.



English III
2/10/14 + 2/12/14

1. Bell Ringer: Respond to prompts       
2. surmise:  suppose that something is true without having evidence to 

confirm it. 
3. Notes on author and discussion of summative
4. Begin short story: “Where are you going, Where have you been?” Annotate 

as you read.
a. Essential Question: How does literature reflect life?

5.  My school, my voice survey
6.    Two ACT Reading prompts(if time permits)
Daily Objective:Students will be able to complete 2 ACT reading passage in 8 
minutes with 80% accuracy.  



Bell Ringer: 10 Minutes 
Directions:  Choose one of the following prompts and provide a free 
write response.
1. What kind of music do you find most appealing? How does this 

music represent you and your peers?
2. Write about a time when you found yourself in a situation that 

you thought you could manage only to learn later that you 
couldn’t. In retrospect, how would you handle yourself 
differently?

3. In your opinion, how important is outward appearance? Have 
you ever been judged based solely on your looks or how you dress? 
4.  Write about a time when regret/guilt was your best teacher.



Background
Oates was inspired to write “Where Are You 
Going, Where Have You Been?” after reading 
about a young man, featured in Life magazine, 
who seduced and murdered three young women in 
Tucson, Arizona, in the 1960s. This story is 
considered one of Oates’s greatest literary 
accomplishments because close reading reveals a 
wide range of possible analyses. 



Background Con’t

Oates uses realistic settings and characters, 
yet subjects them to terror and psychological 
tragedy. The story’s patterns of images, 
symbols, and allusions are available for 
analysis on the literary level, but the story can 
also be discussed in terms of illusion versus 
reality. 



English III
2/13/15 + 2/17/15

1. Bell Ringer:  What is the purpose of the BBQ in the short 
story?  Specifically society      

2. allegory:  a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to 
reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one.

3. My School, My Voice survey (30 minutes)
4. Continue to read short story
5. Review ACT scores with reading.  Next week...ordering and 

transitions
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to identify allegory and 
describe its function within the short story by providing at least 
three pieces of specific evidence. 



English III
2/18/15 + 2/20/15

1. Bell Ringer:  Who or what does Arnold Friend represent?  Provide 
evidence for support    

2. alienation:  the state or experience of being isolated from a group or an 
activity to which one should belong or in which one should be involved.

3. ACT:  With a partner, review questions listed on board.  Write answers on 
a separate sheet of paper.  22 total. 10 minutes

4. Homework:  Next slide

Daily Objective:  Students will identify sentences that are misplaced in an ACT 
passage and place them in correct order for the sake of coherence and logic.



Homework 
1. What is the role of identity within the story? How should identity be formed in 
adolescence? 
2. How does Connie’s home life and lack of male role model contribute to her 
alienation? Why does she seek approval from Arnold Friend?
3. Connie believes that life and love will be “the way it was in movies and 
promised in songs.” What impact does Connie’s version of reality have on her 
actions?
4. What kind of mood is created by the lack of resolution in the story? How 
might readers react to the ambivalent ending?
5. Does beauty buy power? Should it? 



Summative: One Page Minimum Typed

1. How does literature reflect life? What can we learn about our world and our 
lives within it through fiction? Cite examples from the story “Where Are You 
Going, Where Have You Been?” to support your claims. 

2. Is the short story an allegory (hidden meanings) or a dream sequence? 
Cite specific examples from the story in support

3. What is the literature’s cultural, economic, or political context? Cite 
examples from the text.

4. Identify Oates’s use of symbolism throughout the story. What might Arnold 
Friend represent? Cire examples from the text.



2/23/15 + 2/24/15
English III

1. Bell Ringer: Correct the following...  They weren't 
dangerous criminals they were detectives in disguise.   

2. lavish:  sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious
3. ACT booklets-continue English section into Reading
4. http://www.chompchomp.com/csfs01/csfs01.htm 
5. rough drafts
6. Due date:  2/27/15 Typed  
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to identify and 
correctly punctuate sentences that contain commas splices 
and run-ons with 80% accuracy.

http://www.chompchomp.com/csfs01/csfs01.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/csfs01/csfs01.htm


English III
2/25/15 + 2/26/15

1. Bell Ringer:  I didn't know which job I wanted I was too 
confused to decide.    Any issues?

2. dearth:   an inadequate supply (n)
3. ACT reading section 1-4.  5 minute quick read followed by 

response.
4. http://www.chompchomp.com/frag01/frag01.01.htm 
5.  Summative due Friday.  Directions for turnitin.com emailed 

to CPS account. 12 pt.
a. No papers accepted without rough draft and edit 

Daily Objective:  Students will be able to identify fragments in 
ACT style passages with 80% accuracy.  

http://www.chompchomp.com/frag01/frag01.01.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/frag01/frag01.01.htm


English III
3/2/15

1.  Bell Ringer:  Having finished the assignment, the TV 
was turned on.

2. commiserate:  express or feel sympathy or pity; 
sympathize.

3. Review day of ACT
4. Jeopardy jeopardylabs.com/play/english-

jeopardy516. 
5. Dr. Seuss Project
Daily Objective:  Students will ace the ACT

https://jeopardylabs.com/play/english-jeopardy516
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/english-jeopardy516
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/english-jeopardy516
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/english-jeopardy516


English III
3/4/15 + 3/5/15

1.  Bell Ringer: Well, how did it go?
2.  No vocab today 
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3w2MTXBebg 
4. Dr. Seuss + Shakespeare. Brainstorm ideas for celebration 
5. Groups or class project to perform 1, 2,6,4,8
6. Papers graded and updated in gradebook beginning this 

afternoon.
7. Serial:  The Podcast
Homework:  Listen to podcast one
Daily Objective: Did students’ ace the ACT???!!!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3w2MTXBebg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3w2MTXBebg


Dr. Seuss/Shakespeare Celebration

1. Rewrite a scene from Shakespeare into Dr. 
Seuss form? Example:  Green eggs and 
Hamlet?  Macbeth?

2. Shakespeare scavenger hunt with clues 
written in Seuss style.

3. Epic rap battle
4. Jeopardy?
5. What are other classes doing?



Serial-The Podcast
Serial is a podcast reinvestigating the 1999 murder of 
Baltimore County high school senior Hae Min Lee. Cops at 
the time arrested ex-boyfriend Adnan Syed and a year later 
a jury found him guilty of murder. Syed’s been in prison 
ever since. 



Skills Developed
1. Analysis of characters
2. reliable narrators
3. story structure
4. foreshadowing
5. citing direct evidence that leads to explicit meaning
6. inferring conclusions based on previous evidence
7. Developing theories of the case using information they’ve gleaned from 

both the podcast and the maps, documents, and letters posted onto the 
show’s website. 

http://serialpodcast.org/maps


English III
2/6/15 + 2/9/15

1. Bell Ringer:  In this story, a high school boy named Adnan is accused of 
murder and is asked to provide a detailed account about one particular 
afternoon in his past. How difficult would this be for you? 

2.  Heinous:  very evil or wicked.  
3.  Serial exercise     
4.  Work on performance project-Script completed today
Homework:  Listen to podcast-Sent in email

Daily Objective:  Students will be able to determine connotative meanings, how 
specific word choices shape meaning or tone, and assess its purpose in 
narration.  



Serial Pre-Activity: Individual Exercise

Give a detailed account of your second class of 
the day, two days ago. Who was missing? Who 
left the classroom? What were you wearing? 
Name as many particular details of that class 
as you can. 



Serial Pre-Activity: Individual Exercise

Do the same thing, but in regards to your lunch 
break, exactly two weeks ago. 



Serial Pre-Activity: Individual Exercise

Do the same thing, but in regards to the first 
two hours after school, exactly six weeks ago. If 
you can remember very much, explain why that 
day stood out for you. 



Pair Activity
Pair or group up with other students who have been at the same 
event as you in the past six months (birthday party, school event, 
etc.). Decide on the event, but don’t share any details. Then 
quietly, on your own, write down significant details, including 
what everyone was wearing, if/ when anybody left the scene 
(and for how long), if/when you left the scene (and for how long), 
and any other details that you think your partner(s) will also write 
down. When you’re all done, compare the details with your 
partner(s). If you each told the story to police in separate rooms, 
would the police be suspicious? 



Homework Questions
1. Summarize, in your own words, at least one part of Jay’s story.
2. Cite evidence or quotes that show explicit meaning of what he’s saying.

3. Based on your answers above, what’s your conclusion?  
4. What is Jay not saying? What is he leaving uncertain?  
5. At what point do you think Jay is lying, or what parts do you predict he’ll change 

when he tells the story a second time? Why do you think this?

6. Summarize, in your own words, at least one part of Adnan’s story.
7. Cite evidence or quotes that show explicit meaning of what he’s saying.

8. Based on your answers above, what’s your conclusion?
9. What is Adnan not saying? What is he leaving uncertain?

10. At what point do you think Adnan is lying, or what parts do you predict he’ll change 
when he tells the story a second time? Why do you think this?



English III
3/10/15 + 3/12/15

1. Bell Ringer:  Sarah describes this story as “a Shakespearean mashup.” 
Based on your knowledge of Shakespeare’s plays, would you agree? How 
is this story similar to a play you’ve read or seen before?  

2. besmirch:To damage the reputation in the opinion of others; to make dirty. 
Construct sentence using Serial characters

3. Collect homework
4. Exercise 2A:  Perspectives (Individual Exercise) and Crazy Chart
5. Discussion of Performance-Responsibilities
6. Script completed.  Practice Friday
7. Homework:  Listen to podcast three
Daily Objective:  Students will be able to delineate and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of evidence, through the completion of a multiple 
perspectives chart.  



English III
3/13/15 + 3/16/15

1.  Bell Ringer:  How do you try to catch someone in a lie. 
Example   

2. Discrepancy:  Displaying an unacceptable difference or 
inconsistency.  Can you apply the word using Serial?

3. Collect homework-quick formative
4. Episode 4:  Inconsistencies-Listen to episode and 

collect evidence
5. Work on project-Performance Wednesday
Students will be able to delineate and evaluate the specific claims in a podcast, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency 
of evidence, through the deciphering of an interrogation.



English III
3/17/15 + 3/19/15

1. Bell Ringer:  Based off of the first 4 episodes, which piece of evidence 
might put Adnan’s innocence in jeopardy.    

2. incredulity:The state of being unwilling or unable to believe something.  
Apply Serial in use of the vocab word.

3. Driving for Truth:  Map exercise through Adnan’s cell phone records.  
Group and Individual activity

4. Work on performance:  Tomorrow meet in room, quick run through, then to 
auditorium...

Daily Objective:  Students will be able to construct short as well as sustained 
research projects based on focused questions. The students will be 
demonstrate an understanding of the subject under investigation through the 
completion of a mapping exercise.



English III 
3/20/15 + 3/23/15

1. Bell Ringer: Based upon the completion of the cell phone log exercise, 
what can you conclude about Jay’s timeline? Be specific with evidence.  
Collect homework

2. Conspicuous:  Easily seen; standing out.  Apply Serial in the use of the 
vocab word

3. Adnan: “It was just an innocent day:  The deconstruction of truth
4. homework:  Listen to episode 7-Be prepared for formative to take place 

next week, including vocab terms related to Serial.
Daily Objective:  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text,including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of evidence through the completion of a graphic organizer



Graphic Organizer: Questions to Ponder

Does the evidence stand up as “proof” of 
Adnan’s guilt?
What evidence could a lawyer present as 
counter-evidence?
What do you infer from the evidence?  


