
Directions:  Circle the sentence that uses misplaced modifier(s) or dangling modifier correctly in the 
following sentences below.  
1.  A. I hope sometimes to hear the student symphony concerts this semester. 
 B. I hope to sometime hear one of the student symphony concerts this semester. 
 C. I hope to hear one of the student symphony concerts sometime this semester. 
2.   
 A. After studying all the evidence, I am convinced that Alfie did the right thing. 
 B. After studying all the evidence, it is clear that Alfie did the right thing. 
 C. I am convinced that Alfie did the right thing after studying all the evidence. 
3.   

A. When still in grade school, my parents decided to move to Chicago. 
B. When I was still in grade school, my parents decided to move to Chicago. 
C. My parents decided when I was still in grade school to move to Chicago. 
4.   
A. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, there were several glaring errors in my 
paper. 
B. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, my paper contained several glaring 
errors. 
C. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, several glaring errors were found in my 
paper 
5.   
 A.To be an SGA officer, you must have above average grades.  
 B. To be an SGA officer, your grades must be above average.  
 C. Your grades must be above average to be an SGA officer.  
6. 
A. Like many other applicants, financial aid must be given to Aaron if he is to 
attend college.  
 B. Like many other applicants, Aaron must receive financial aid if he is to attend
college.  
 C. Like many other applicants, the school must give Aaron financial aid if he is to
attend college.  

 
 

 
7.  
 A. The students who enjoyed the poetry class frequently gave the instructor 
presents.  
 B. The students who enjoyed the poetry class gave frequently the instructor 
presents.  
 C. The students who frequently enjoyed the poetry class gave the instructor 
presents.  
8. 
A. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there should only be light 
traffic. 
 B. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there should be only light 
traffic 

 



 C. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there only should be light 
traffic. 
 
9.  
A. He ordered some auto parts from a company in Vancouver which cost $700.00.
B. He ordered, which cost $700.00, some auto parts from a company in 
Vancouver.  
C. He ordered some auto parts, which cost $700.00, from a company in 
Vancouver.  
10.  
 A. As we approached the summit of Cayuse Pass, mixed hail and snow pelted 
us. 
 B. Mixed hail and snow pelted us approaching the summit of Cayuse Pass.  
 C. Approaching the summit of Cayuse Pass, mixed hail and snow pelted us. 
Correct the each of the sentences that use modifiers incorrectly.
If the sentence uses them correctly then write the word ‘correct’
after the sentence. 
11.  The third contestant walked down the runway wearing a tuxedo. 
 
 
12.  Greg jogs only on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
 
13.  The vase containing yellow roses brightened the room considerably. 
 
 
 
14.  The man walked across the street in a black fedora. 
 
 
15.  The grandfather clock chimed the hour in the hall. 
 
Add commas wherever necessary.  Delete commas used 
incorrectly. 
16. Well what do we have here? 
 
 
17.  Here’s a suggestion to help you get started for something to do for your 
science project. 
 
 
18.  John F. Kennedy a former U.S. President was born, in Massachusetts. 
 
 
19.  Oh, I see you’ve made the finals, for the math competition. 
 
 
20.  This paint, which costs far too much will not add anything to the room. 
 



 
 

   
 
 
 
   



Misplaced modifiers and dangling modifiers answers 
 
Question 1 
The right answer was C. I hope to hear one of the student symphony concerts sometime this semester.. 
 
 
Explanation: 
 
 
A. I hope sometimes to hear the student symphony concerts this semester. 
A is incorrect. A modifier is placed so that the reader cannot tell which word in a sentence 
the modifier is supposed to change. In this case, it is unclear whether sometimes is 
modifying when I do the hoping or when I might have an opportunity to hear a concert. 
 
B. I hope to sometime hear one of the student symphony concerts this semester. 
B is incorrect. A split infinitive occurs when the present form of the verb is separated from 
the word to. In this case, sometime is splitting the infinitive to hear.  
 
C. I hope to hear one of the student symphony concerts sometime this semester. 
C is correct. Sometime is properly modifying this semester. 
 
Question 2 
The right answer was A. After studying all the evidence, I am convinced that Alfie did the right thing.. 
Explanation: 
 
A. After studying all the evidence, I am convinced that Alfie did the right thing. 
A is correct. "After studying all the evidence" is correctly modifying I.  
 
B. After studying all the evidence, it is clear that Alfie did the right thing. 
B is incorrect. The modifier "After studying all the evidence" dangles because the participle 
studying is in search of a word to modify. The only word it can modify is it, but it is not the 
subject of the sentence. 
 
C. I am convinced that Alfie did the right thing after studying all the evidence. 
C is incorrect. A modifier that is placed too close to a word that it does not intend to modify 
is known as a misplaced modifier. Alfie has not studied all the evidence; I have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 3 
The right answer was B. When I was still in grade school, my parents decided to move to Chicago.. 



Explanation: 
 
A. When still in grade school, my parents decided to move to Chicago. 
A is incorrect. A modifier is a word or phrase that changes the meaning of a noun or 
pronoun. When the noun or pronoun, or headword, is missing, then the modifier is said to 
be dangling. "When still in grade school" is a dangling modifier. The parents were not in 
grade school when they decided to move; the child was.  
 
B. When I was still in grade school, my parents decided to move to Chicago. 
B is correct. "When I was still in grade school" is correctly modifying  parents.  
 
C. My parents decided when I was still in grade school to move to Chicago. 
C is incorrect. A dangling modifier occurs when the modifier is placed so that the reader 
cannot tell which word in a sentence the modifier is supposed to change. In this case, it is 
unclear whether the child was still in grade school when the parents decided to move or 
the parents decided at some undetermined time that the family should go ahead and move 
before the child reached sixth grade. 
 
Question 4 
The right answer was B. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, my paper contained several glaring errors. 
 
Explanation: 
 
A. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, there were several glaring errors in my paper. 
A is incorrect. A modifier is a word or phrase that changes the meaning of a noun or 
pronoun. When the noun or pronoun, or headword, is missing, then the modifier is said to 
be dangling. "Poorly typed and hastily proofread" is a dangling modifier because it has no 
headword. The errors were not poorly typed and hastily proofread; the paper was.  
 
 
B. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, my paper contained several glaring errors. 
B is correct. "Poorly typed and hastily proofread" is correctly modifying the headword 
paper.  
 
 
C. Poorly typed and hastily proofread, several glaring errors were found in my paper.  
C is incorrect. "Poorly typed and hastily proofread" is a dangling modifier that seems to be 
modifying "several glaring errors." 
Question 5 
The right answer was A. To be an SGA officer, you must have above average grades. . 
 
Explanation: 
 
A. To be an SGA officer, you must have above average grades. 



A is correct. "To be an SGA officer" is properly modifying the headword you.  
 
B. To be an SGA officer, your grades must be above average. 
B is incorrect. A modifier is a word or phrase that changes the meaning of a noun or 
pronoun. When the noun or pronoun, or headword, is missing, then the modifier is said to 
be dangling. "To be an SGA officer" is a dangling modifier because it has no headword. 
Your grades cannot be an SGA officer. 
 
C. Your grades must be above average to be an SGA officer. 
C is incorrect. This sentence also contains a dangling modifier. You, not grades, is the 
subject. 
 
 
 
 
Question 6 
The right answer was B. Like many other applicants, Aaron must receive financial aid if he is to attend 
college. . 
Explanation: 
 
A. Like many other applicants, financial aid must be given to Aaron if he is to attend 
college.  
A is incorrect. A modifier is a word or phrase that changes the meaning of a noun or 
pronoun. When the noun or pronoun, or headword, is missing, then the modifier is said to 
be dangling. "Like many other applicants" is a dangling modifier because it has no 
headword. Financial aid is not applying to college; Aaron is.  
 
B. Like many other applicants, Aaron must receive financial aid if he is to attend college.  
B is correct. "Like many other applicants" is properly modifying the headword Aaron.  
 
C. Like many other applicants, the school must give Aaron financial aid if he is to attend 
college. 
C is incorrect. Again, "Like many other applicants" is a dangling modifier because it has no  
headword. The school is not applying to college; Aaron is. 
 
 
 
 
Question 7 
The right answer was C. The students who frequently enjoyed the poetry class gave the instructor presents. . 
Explanation: 
 
 
A. The students who enjoyed the poetry class frequently gave the instructor presents. 



A is incorrect. A dangling modifier occurs when the modifier is placed so that the reader 
cannot tell which word in a sentence the modifier is supposed to change. In this case, it is 
unclear whether the students frequently enjoyed the class or frequently gave the instructor 
presents.  
 
 
B. The students who enjoyed the poetry class gave frequently the instructor presents. 
B is incorrect. "Frequently" is placed awkwardly in this sentence. 
 
 
C. The students who frequently enjoyed the poetry class gave the instructor presents. 
C is correct. The students who frequently enjoyed the class gave the instructor presents, 
while the students who enjoyed the class only on rare occasions or never at all did not give 
him presents. 
 
 
Question 8 
The right answer was B. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there should be only light traffic. 
Explanation: 
 
A. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there should only be light traffic. 
A is incorrect. A modifier that is placed too close to a word that it does not intend to modify 
is known as a misplaced modifier. If there should only be light traffic, light traffic is all that 
should occur from Airline to 47th; there can be no one walking, no rain, no anything 
except light traffic.  
 
B. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there should be only light traffic.  
B is correct. Only is properly modifying light.  
 
C. If you follow Airline Avenue to East 47th Street, there only should be light traffic. 
C is incorrect. Only is a misplaced modifier. Only appears to modify should in this 
construction. If there only should be light traffic, then the speaker is characterizing light 
traffic as an ought, something that would be the case in the best of all possible worlds, 
rather than describing the actual state of traffic on that route, which may in fact be light or 
heavy or somewhere in between 
 
Question 9 
The right answer was C. He ordered some auto parts, which cost $700.00, from a company in Vancouver. . 
Explanation: 
 
A. He ordered some auto parts from a company in Vancouver which cost $700.00. 
A is incorrect. A modifier that is placed too close to a word that it does not intend to modify 
is known as a misplaced modifier. The company in Vancouver did not cost $700.00; the 
parts did.  



 
 
B. He ordered, which cost $700.00, some auto parts from a company in Vancouver.  
B is incorrect. "Which cost $700.00" is placed awkwardly in this sentence. 
 
 
C. He ordered some auto parts, which cost $700.00, from a company in Vancouver.  
C is correct. The company in Vancouver is where the parts cost $700.00. 
 
 
Question 10 
The right answer was A. As we approached the summit of Cayuse Pass, mixed hail and snow pelted us. 
 
Explanation: 
A. As we approached the summit of Cayuse Pass, mixed hail and snow pelted us. 
A is correct. "As we approached the summit of Cayuse Pass" is properly modifying the 
headword we.  
 
B. Mixed hail and snow pelted us approaching the summit of Cayuse Pass.  
B is incorrect. The modifier "approaching the summit of Cayuse Pass" is awkwardly placed. 
The reader cannot tell which word in a sentence the modifier is supposed to change. In this 
case, it is unclear whether we were approaching the pass when the storm hit or the storm 
was approaching the pass when it went over us.  
 
C. Approaching the summit of Cayuse Pass, mixed hail and snow pelted us. 
C is incorrect. A modifier is a word or phrase that changes the meaning of a noun or 
pronoun. When the noun or pronoun, or headword, is missing, then the modifier is said to 
be dangling. "Approaching the summit of Cayuse Pass" is a dangling modifier because it 
has no headword. Mixed snow and hail was not approaching Cayuse Pass; we were. 


