
 

April 28, 2013 
 
Dear Brooks Community, 
 
On Saturday, April 27, 2013, our baseball team was scheduled to play a non-conference 
game against Walter Payton College Prep. A few hours before the game was scheduled to 
begin, we received word that the Payton baseball team would not be participating in the 
game.  Like many of you, I’ve heard a number of different reasons why this forfeiture 
occurred; I’m certainly sure that many of you have seen the media reports in the Sun-
Times, on both NBC 5 and Fox News Chicago. At this time, because I was not involved in 
the deliberations resulting in the cancellation of yesterday’s game, I believe it would be 
wildly inappropriate for me to comment on or speculate about the reasons why the 
game did not occur.  
 
Instead, I’d much rather focus on the fact that we have one of the best high schools in the country and 
in Illinois. Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparatory Academy is a school where 99% of our students 
are minority, 87% of our students receive free or reduced lunch, 60% of our students are enrolled in 
Advanced Placement courses, and 100% of our students are hardworking and involved in a myriad of 
different clubs and activities. For the first time in the history of our school, US News and World 
Report recognized Brooks as a Gold Medal high school. After collecting data on over 21,000 high 
schools in the country, Brooks improved its national ranking to 374 and is ranked # 13 in Illinois. Our 
students are performing exceptionally well academically and athletically as evidenced by the wide 
array of students going to four-year colleges and universities, the amount of scholarship funding 
students are receiving, and the number of conference, regional, and city championships our students 
and coaches are producing. Our parents leave their children in the care of our school community 
everyday and we return them home safely. Our community is supportive of our work and many 
others aspire to be a part of the educational experience here at Brooks. 
 
Additionally, more than anything else, it’s important to me that our response as a school community 
be not divisive in word or deed. As a member of the Chicago Public Schools system, we will not 
respond to the Payton Community, or any other Chicago Public School, with hostilities of any kind. 
We will never seek to divide our schools or our students; our goal will always be to unite. Today, I’ve 
been in constant contact with the Payton administration and the Board of Education to resolve this 
issue. At the end of the day, our goal is to put the focus back on our student athletes and to provide 
them with an opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities without it being overshadowed 
by adults. 
 
I want to strongly encourage all members of our community to resist the temptation to engage in 
futile discourse around topics that continue to perpetuate racial and economic segregation in Chicago. 
Although these topics always seem to make the priority lists of media outlets alike, I’d much rather 
keep the focus on our amazing students and the great things that are in store for Gwendolyn Brooks 
College Preparatory Academy.  
 
In sum, our school is great, our teachers, students and parents are greater, our school is safe, and we 
will continue to pursue and do great things for our school and the Roseland community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
D’Andre Weaver 


